
 
 
 
          November 5, 2015 
 
 
The Honourable Marie-Claude Bibeau, P.C. 
Minister of International Development and La Francophonie 
Department of Foreign Affairs, Trade and Development 
125 Sussex Drive  
Ottawa, ON K1A 0G2  

 

 
Dear Minister Bibeau, 

On behalf of the collective membership of the Inter-Council Network of Provincial and Regional Councils 
for International Cooperation (ICN), representing nearly 400 Canadian international development and 
humanitarian organizations from coast to coast to coast, we would like to extend our sincere 
congratulations on your appointment as our Minister of International Development and La 
Francophonie. 

We would like to recognize the outstanding success of the Liberal Party in presenting a federal election 
platform that resonates deeply with Canadians. This platform suggests a positive, ambitious and hopeful 
future in the field of international cooperation. At this time we feel it opportune to draw your attention 
to key issues that we hope to discuss with you in person once you have settled into your portfolio. 

With your strong leadership as Minister we look forward to supporting your commitment towards 
achievable results in the following areas: 

1. A reversal of the downward trend in the percentage of Official Development Assistance (ODA) in 
relation to Gross National Income (GNI) 

The decline in Canada’s contribution to ODA, such that it is currently at an all-time low of 0.24% of GNI, 
has negatively impacted our international reputation. As a nation with strong capacity to effect change, 
Canada needs to demonstrate that we are committed to eradicating global inequality and poverty. As 
actions by the United Kingdom, Norway and Sweden clearly demonstrate, meeting or even exceeding 
the international target of 0.7%, set by the UN commission led by Prime Minister Pearson so many years 
ago is achievable. 

Canadians support this goal. In a national poll conducted September 16, 2015 an astounding two-thirds 
of Canadians polled agreed that the Canadian government should spend more on international aid in 
order to reduce poverty in the world, and to improve Canada’s international reputation. The Liberal 
Party has promised to reverse Canada’s downward trend in ODA spending. We hope that you will deliver 
on this promise through presentation of a concrete timeline and framework for doing so. The Provincial 
and Regional Councils for International Cooperation and our members extend our support and ideas, 
should you be looking for cooperation and input in this regard. 



2. A renewed partnership with Canadian civil society organizations 

We stand ready to work with Canadians and with the federal government on developing a renewed 
partnership with Canadian civil society organizations and encourage a new atmosphere that fosters a 
more enabling environment. 

Despite fewer and fewer opportunities for responsive partnerships with the Government of Canada in 
recent years, and a shocking decline in support for small and medium-sized organizations in particular, 
civil society has continued to work, to garner the support of the Canadian public, and to create 
innovative solutions to global poverty challenges. Guided by international standards such as the Istanbul 
Principles for CSO Development Effectiveness, that commits CSOs to ongoing improvement and 
accountability in their development practices, Canadian CSOs will be further enabled to reach their full 
potential to contribute to development efforts if they are supported by effective funding delivery 
mechanisms that are adequate, predictable, and stable. 

We are keen to discuss re-establishing support for small and medium-sized civil society organizations, 
which are the lifeblood of innovation and community support in our sector. As the ICN we have a 
concrete proposal that we feel is in alignment with objectives to reignite partnership between 
government and the many CSOs that work hard in communities from coast to coast to coast for 
international cooperation. We look forward to presenting this proposal and discussing how we might 
work together toward positive, measurable change.   

The ICN was involved in consultations that helped to develop Canada’s International Development and 
Humanitarian Assistance Civil Society Partnership Policy, and sees this as a very valuable policy 
document. We hope that the new Government of Canada will see the value in the work undertaken 
developing this policy, and will move quickly to establish an Advisory Body that includes representation 
of one to two Provincial and Regional Council delegates, given our unique position within the Canadian 
international cooperation community.   

3. An integration of Canadian foreign policy with the Sustainable Development Goals, including a 
universal approach and an understanding that none of the goals are achievable in isolation 

With the recent launch of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the international community 
has recognized and endorsed a universal agenda that recognizes that the success of any single goal will 
be determined by progress on the others. It is an integrated, holistic approach that encourages us to 
consider how our own domestic progress in Canada affects the international agenda. We would like to 
discuss development of a National Plan of Action on Sustainable Development, including how Canada 
can reflect the international priorities of the SDGs within the priorities of our Overseas Development 
Assistance (ODA) portfolio. Progress towards these goals will be best achieved through a cooperative 
approach, and few are better placed than the Provincial and Regional Councils for International 
Cooperation to support national consultation, capacity development and public engagement on these 
issues. 

4. A renewed affirmation regarding the role of civil society as development actors in our own right 

We look forward to an increase in consultation with and programmatic support to civil society as 
development actors in our own right. If Canada is to once again assume its role as a constructive and 
engaged player on the world stage, government and civil society must work together to establish 
healthy relationships among key stakeholders, which includes youth. We believe in the principle of true 
consultation, a multi-sector approach, self-selection and the inclusion of official delegates with full 
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status at key multilateral meetings. This delegate selection and participation should include government 
support. Canada was once a leader in ensuring a healthy dialectic between civil society and government, 
and can be one again. With our breadth and depth of sector reach, the Provincial and Regional Councils 
are in a particularly strong position to assist.  

5. A genuine commitment to engage Canadians as active global citizens 

For Canada to implement an ambitious international agenda, Canadians will need to be engaged. Public 
engagement is a particular expertise of the Councils as we reach many communities and can speak to 
the many nuances of our nation. The public consistently names civil society as the most credible voice 
on key global issues because they trust that our feet are on the ground in numerous challenging 
contexts, and Canadians know that our motivations are sound. We believe we can partner with 
government when it comes to positive messaging on certain issues of mutual interest. We have specific 
ideas on how public engagement and sustainable development can be supported in Canada to promote 
a new way of thinking and acting in Canada and the world. We look forward to discussing with you how 
to make this happen in concrete ways.    

The ICN will be in Ottawa for meetings with key partners the week of January 25, 2016. As there is much 
to discuss, we hope you will be available to meet with us in person during that time period. We look 
forward to the opportunity, and extend our best wishes to you as you begin this exciting mandate. 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Michael Simpson, Executive Director 
British Columbia Council for International Cooperation 

 
Tracey Wallace, Executive Director 
Northern Council for Global Cooperation 

 
Heather McPherson, Executive Director 
Alberta Council for Global Cooperation 

 
Jacqui Wasacase, Executive Director 
Saskatchewan Council for International Cooperation 
 

 
Janice Hamilton, Executive Director 
Manitoba Council for International Cooperation 

 
Kimberly Gibbons, Executive Director 
Ontario Council for International Cooperation 

 
Michèle Asselin, Directrice générale  
l'Association québécoise des organismes de coopération 
internationale 

 
Carolyn Whiteway, Acting Executive Director 
Jennifer Sloot, Executive Director 
Atlantic Council for International Cooperation 
 

 


