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Why a Wave?

Like the ocean, the tides are changing, and working together, 
we can move toward a better world. In the last year, BCCIC 
has worked to present a new look and feel that embodies an 
organization galvanizing groups and individuals in our province 
to be part of a wave of change.  

In the development sector, it is often that that we work 
‘overseas’, with the expansiveness of the ocean acting as a 
great physical divider between people living different realities of 
what it means to exist on planet Earth today. 

Rather than divide us, BCCIC takes the perspective that the 
ocean is our planet’s great connector, playing a role in 
sustaining livelihoods, nurturing ecosystems, serving as a 
transportation pathways on which we can share resources, 
fostering a timeless sense of adventure and inspiration. We 
look to the ocean, its waves, momentum, and sense of infinity 
for direction, comfort, and connection to something bigger 
than ourselves. 

So with a new set of sails, we’re ship-shape and moving 
toward a better world. 

Welcome aboard!
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 Directors’ Message           
 

 

This has been an amazing year of innovation and change for BCCIC!  We began with all new staff and a five-year 
contract with Department of Foreign Affairs Trade and Development (DFATD), putting us on solid ground with an 
energetic and capable team to implement our strategic plan. 

Our Executive Director, Michael Simpson, has shown strong leadership, not only in BC, but nationally. BC now 
houses the Inter-Council Network (ICN) composed of eight provincial/regional councils across Canada and is 
supporting the development of the new Northern Council. Through the ICN, BCCIC has shed light nationally on the 
issues of small and medium-sized organizations and proposed a national fund to strengthen capacities. In addition, 
for the first time in our history, members worked together to develop a joint proposal under the government’s call for 
maternal, newborn and child health initiatives.   

BCCIC and ICN have provided a range of learning opportunities for members on topics such as sustainable 
development goals, maternal and child health, Ebola, women’s rights, and provided capacity building workshops on 
topics such as fundraising and using social media. In collaboration with regional committees, workshops were held 
in various communities in BC and, working with DFATD and SFU, valuable diaspora consultations were held with 
various cultural communities.   

BCCIC is in the process of some needed updates. We are opening up our membership and proposing a “chapters” 
model to allow more interested individuals/groups to get involved.  We have re-branded with a new logo, website 
and even office premises.  We strengthened our operations with a new human resources policy and manual and we 
held a board-staff retreat to solidify our vision and governance. 

We are most grateful to our key funder, DFATD, who has shown confidence in us, by not only providing a stable 
base of funding for five years, but also for regularly engaging with us on key issues. We were able to secure external 
funding from the International Development Research Council (IDRC) and the Kenoli Foundation and are also grateful 
for their support. 

And most of all, the board is grateful to you, our members and friends, for your continued input, moral and financial 
support.  Together we are stronger as we work towards a just, equitable and sustainable world!

                              

Noble Kelly    Vera Radyo 

Co – Chair    Co – Chair

Annual Report 2014 - 2015 | Page 4



 

The Value of a Network

BCCIC is a network of organizations and individuals moving toward a better world. I am often asked to 
explain the value of a network. Not an easy task given the complexity and abstraction of networking. Organizations 
are made up of individuals who come together with a united vision to work toward a common goal. Perhaps their 
interest is in building a school or orphanage; perhaps it is tackling social attitudes or gender inequality. Organizing 
people is a powerful exercise and how organizations choose to make these changes varies according to the 
imaginations, values and ethos of those people who choose to gather together. In this respect networks take on a 
more complex function. If a person wants to change the world and tackle a specific problem, whether that is 
eradicating poverty or tackling climate change, they can join an organization and roll up their sleeves. Networks are 
about finding the common ground between these organizations so when you roll up your sleeves your work is 
easier, more efficient or complementary to others. Networks respect the variety of methodologies organizations 
might take or the plethora of motivations behind these activities and concentrate on how to promote the interests 
of the entire sector. 

In this respect networks are powerful and BCCIC is doing well!  We are able to tackle challenges that no individual 
or even organization can handle alone.  When networks gather under a shared ethos, with a broad variety of 
methodologies and philosophies we create movements. Movements are hard to destroy, hard to pin down and 
even hard to locate. We are a bit like waves. On the surface you can see the individual actions of our members and 
the projects of groups. These are expressed in a myriad of ways as diverse as the ripples and wavelets on the 
surface of the ocean. Combined however they build into swells and movements of energy with direction and 
intention.  Underneath there is a powerful united energy… an energy firmly motivated by change and evolution. We 
might convene a social policy roundtable one day or feature a capacity development workshop the next. Perhaps 
we are in Ottawa promoting the needs of members or encouraging the funding of small and medium sized 
organizations. Perhaps we are hosting a webinar on the challenges of Ebola…or fielding phone calls on how to 
encourage youth participation on the Sustainable Development Goals at the United Nations. Every day is different 
and often abstract.  

If we connect two people or a funder and an organization can we take credit for the outcome? Not really, but 
without networks these connections don’t happen! Without the trusted deep structures of networks the surface 
structure of activities and projects are not so easy to manifest. We are rarely about one issue or one cause but 
about the amorphous territory between causes and issues that link movements together.  We are often in the 
background, behind the scenes, in between the actions and working on the principles. We address the issue of 
scales of action and enable the organizations that enable the individuals. In this regard, BCCIC is a leader in the 
field of networking. We link people. We link organizations and most of all we link good ideas in our ever evolving 
movement toward a better world.  We are grateful to those who understand this and are with us on this journey. It 
has been an exciting year and I look forward to what is coming up and serving our members in the coming year.  
Fasten your seat belts. 

Michael Simpson 

Executive Director
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Who We Are

Our Mission                             
BCCIC engages its members and others to share knowledge, 
build relationships, and develop their capacity towards achieving 
sustainable global development. 

Our Vision 
British Columbians are engaged in global cooperation for a just, 
equitable, and sustainable world. 

Our Aims 
BCCIC aims to provide its members and others in BC with 
networking,information sharing, and learning opportunities that: 

● facilitate cooperation and help achieve global 
development goals; and 

● increase public awareness of, and support for, global 
development. 

BCCIC also represents members’ interests in dealing with 
government and other development stakeholders. 

Board of Directors 
Vera Radyo, Co-Chair 
Noble Kelly, Co-Chair 
Colleen Hanley, Secretary 
Scott Nelson, Treasurer 
Elizabeth Johnson 
Marian Dodds 
Casey Miller 
Darius Burbidge 
Miriam Palacios  

Staff 
Michael Simpson, Executive Director 
Salamat Alieva, Program Officer 
Deborah Glaser, Senior Policy Analyst 
Kareen Wong, Communications Officer 
Rachel Levee, ICN National Coordinator  
Brita Fransvaag, Bookkeeper 

Notable Volunteers 
Tayla Shirley 
Amanda Liao 
Emem (Lucia) Inyang 
Shawn Lee 

Artist 
All artwork in this report is created by the talented 
Adrian McKerracher.

Annual Report 2014 - 2015 | Page 6



Public Engagement

Global Citizen Tour 
In January 2015, the BCCIC team travelled 3212 kilometres and spent 10 days connecting with communities 
around the province meeting with social change agents, hosting roundtable discussions, and partnering with local 
groups to both highlight initiatives aimed at tackling global issues as well as inspire British Columbians to become 
engaged global citizens. 

Why Ebola?  
This past year, the world bore witness to the worst Ebola outbreak in 
recorded history. With the rate of transmission rising much too quickly 
for our comfort levels, the international community was at a loss, 
national governments felt torn between providing humanitarian aid or 
safeguarding their own borders, and local communities fostered a fear 
of global spread and transmission that was often unappeased by 
mainstream media. 

This was, and continues to be, a global issue that affects every British 
Columbian in some manner. Regardless of who we are, where we live, or 
what we do, we all heard about what was happening in West Africa and we all either consciously or unconsciously 
chose a perspective with which to view this issue. 

As one of the most talked about global issues of 2014-15, the Ebola Crisis offered us a choice in how we want to 
engage with the world and those we share it with. There is not much better context to showcase the complexities 
and challenges that come with adopting an ‘us’ versus ‘them’ attitude. 

In our work, BCCIC strives to both challenge and empower British Columbians to be conscious of their 
perspective of the world, the global issues that exist, and the ability we all have in being part of creating solutions.
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2015 Highlights

Community Roundtables 
In each community visited, BCCIC members alongside community members from various sectors came together to 
discuss the 2014 Ebola Crisis and global issues more broadly as a common theme cutting across the many sectors 
working within British Columbia. Acting as a unifying hub for bringing this sort of discussion forward, BCCIC hosted 5 
roundtables that resulted in a policy brief detailing an account of how British Columbians see both themselves and their 
Provincial Government taking a leadership role in collaborating on creating sustainable solutions to the global issues that 
affect the well-being of the world we live in. 

Public Engagement Events 
At BCCIC we seek to offer the opportunity to learn more, ask questions about, and discuss global issues that affect the 
well-being of the world we live in. In this past year, we partnered with Medecins Sans Frontieres (Doctors Without 
Borders) and Samaritan’s Purse Canada to bring the voices of those who have direct experience working with 
challenging situations abroad into communities around our province. 

PeaceTalks 
BCCIC in partnership with member organization, PeaceGeeks Society and other local groups, organized and held six 
public speaking events focusing on raising awareness and knowledge on various key global issues. Entitled ‘Peace 
Talks’, this past year’s speaking series included topical global issues as they related to conflict and peacebuilding efforts 
around the world including Ebola, extractive industries, digital security and human rights, climate change and 
international resource based conflict. These activities brought together more than 350 participants from around the 
province and for the first time, BCCIC was able to use livestream technology to bring the accessibility of these events 
into the online community so that future programming and events may be accessed and participated in remotely.
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International 
Development 

In its 25th year, International Development 
Week (IDW) is a national initiative that 
celebrates Canadian initiatives, 
individuals, and ideas that are and have 
made an impact in our world.

For seven days at the beginning of February, globally-minded groups pack in as many events and opportunities as 
possible to both inspire and motivate Canadians to pursue or renew their efforts as social change agents. 

During this time, BCCIC released a special edition IDW e-blast that details exciting events and initiatives happening 
all over the province. Our calendar is packed full, our social media is abuzz, and our website is more active than 
ever. 

In 2015, BCCIC’s online IDW campaign reached over 4,000 people online and over 135 people in person at a 
variety of events. 

Online and offline, newly interested or seasoned professional, IDW is an initiative that anyone with a global mindset 
will not want to miss! IDW 2016 will be taking place from February 7 – 13.
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Capacity Building
Workshops and Learning Opportunities 

In response to the ‘taste-tester’ workshops carried out at last year’s Annual 
General Meeting, BCCIC put on a series of follow-up workshops on the 
requested topics of fundraising and digital communication platforms. 

In partnership with CHIMP.net, members from around the province came 
together to learn about using new digital fundraising strategies paired with 
timeless narrative driven public appeals to increased their abilities to reach 
new donors as well as retain and cultivate and already active donor base. 

Later in the year, BCCIC worked with local communications and digital 
engagement expert Ajay Puri to bring BCCIC members together to learn 
together about the largely untapped power of modern digital communication 
tools and how they can be used by nonprofits to gain knowledge and insight 
on supporters, donors, and advocates for our causes.
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Collaboration
Regional Networks 
BCCIC continues to support four international development networks throughout the province. which include 
regional hubs in Comox Valley, Nelson, Kamloops and Prince George. Throughout the year, these networks 
conduct activities related to raising local awareness on global issues, networking, and building their community’s 
collective ability to take action.  

Over the last year,the regional networks have continued building their local networks, hosting networking activities, 
holding capacity building events, and initiating partnerships with other local groups to further these efforts. This 
year’s events have been dedicated to discussions of the Canadian Post - 2015 Development Agenda, fair trade 
purchasing, as well as sponsoring an international film festival. 

Student Research Projects 
In the past year, BCCIC has engaged in collaboration with both Simon Fraser University and the University of British 
Columbia on student work experience and research projects. BCCIC partnered with the University of British 
Columbia (UBC) on two streams of research. The first aimed to coordinate the efforts of environmental non-
governmental organizations (ENGOs) with the development work of BCCIC’s member organizations. The second 
project identified and explored best practices of membership-based organizations working in the international 
development sector in Canada.  

Consultations with Cultural Community Groups 
Working with Department of Foreign Affairs, Trade, and Development Canada (DFATD), BCCIC held a consultation 
with key stakeholders and Minister Paradis on the Philippines. As one of seven participant organizations present to 
speak with the Minister, BCCIC was outspoken on the need to shift development conversation in the Philippines 
from post-typhoon emergency response and humanitarian funding to long-term development/recovery focusing on 
rebuilding the economy and strengthening local governance structures. To support these efforts, BCCIC stressed 
the need for engaging small to medium sized NGOs as collaborative partners in any ongoing redevelopment efforts. 
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The Inter-Council Network (ICN) is a coalition of the eight Provincial and Regional Councils for International 
Cooperation. These member-based Councils are committed to global social justice, and represent over 40 diverse 
civil society organizations from across Canada. The ICN provides a national forum in which the Councils 
collaborate for improved effectiveness and identify common priorities for collective action. For the past year as well as 
the next 2 years, BCCIC is the host council of the ICN with the National Coordinator of the ICN working out of our 
Vancouver office. 

The provincial and regional councils that make up the ICN are: 

Alberta Council for Global Cooperation 
Association québécoise des organismes de coopération internationale 
Atlantic Council for International Cooperation 
British Columbia Council for International Cooperation 
Manitoba Council for International Cooperation 
Northern Council for Global Cooperation 
Ontario Council for International Cooperation 
Saskatchewan Council for International Cooperation 

The ICN welcomes its newest council, the Northern Council for Global Cooperation (NCGC) to its collective network. 
NCGC works with individuals and groups spanning the Yukon, Northwest Territories, and Nunavut. 

National Webinars 
In the past year, the ICN has worked to deliver timely and topical webinars on notable issues that are of interest to civil 
society organizations and social change agents operating in all Provinces, Territories, and Regions. This past year the 
ICN provided opportunities to delve into the following topics with experts: 

•         Post-2015 Development Agenda: The State of the Negotiations 
•         Canadian Perspectives on International Development 
•         Working Together: The Canadian Context for MNCH 
•         Ebola: The Ongoing Challenge 

National Poll Results Launch 
In April, Engineers Without Borders Canada (EWB), in partnership with the Inter-Council Network of Provincial and 
Regional Councils for International Cooperation (ICN), launched the results of a poll on Canadian Perspectives on 
International Development. 

76% of Canadians agree that we have a moral obligation to help expand health, education, and economic 
opportunity for the world's poorest. 

94% of Canadians say it is important to improve health, education and economic opportunity for people 
living in the world's poorest countries. 

The Inter-Council Network
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Sustainable Development Goals 
Without a doubt there is no more current or comprehensive description of what our sector cares about than the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Seventeen in number with 169 objectives it is the most complete 
description of what our planet dreams to become by the year 2030. Here at BCCIC we supported the national 
campaign of the Canadian Council for International Cooperation that insisted “We Can Do Better” here in Canada 
regarding our international ambition:  a vision that includes the SDGs. We took on writing a report, more 
realistically described as a book at this point, involving twenty one authors and two editors about the SDGs and 
Canada. We will continue in the coming year to engage both youth and organizations in the unfolding drama of 
how we will implement this ambitious agenda and we can expect to see the rubric of the SDGs define what it is 
we do and how we identify ourselves in the coming years; with the Istanbul Principles guiding how we go about 
achieving these goals.   

Funding for Small and Medium Sized Organizations 
An enormous amount of effort in this past year has gone into discussing the potential for funding small and 
medium sized organizations not just in British Columbia but from coast to coast to coast. Indeed, we continue to 
engage in a national process to define how this can be accomplished through our involvement with the Inter 
Council Network. Numerous meetings in Ottawa, Edmonton and the Yukon as well as much hard work here in 
BC has resulted in some concrete proposals that remain on the table.  These discussions have been detailed and 
complex in terms of how this could be accomplished between the councils and in cooperation with the federal 
government.  The role of small and medium sized organizations is a unique one and they have been under 
pressure for some time. This year we made significant progress in bringing this into the national spotlight; a 
process made easier by the adoption of a federal policy on civil society partnership that we also helped to make a 
reality through federal consultation in 2014.  

Re-Engage with the Provincial Government 
In the coming year, BCCIC will be working on developing connections with the Provincial government to engage  
provincial political leaders more effectively on key global issues. We will continue working on raising BCCIC’s 
profile as a network and hope to become a contact point for the Provincial government on key sector issues. In a 
long-term perspective the increased BCCIC profile in the sector of international development will create more 
opportunities to diversify funding sources to serve our members better.  

United Nations Climate Change Conference: COP21 
In the past year, BCCIC has sought, applied for, and received observer status to send two representatives to the 
United Nations Climate Change Conference, COP21. For the first time since the creation of the Climate 
Convention at the Rio Climate Summit in 1992, this year’s COP21 in Paris, the 21st annual international climate 
conference held since 1992, will seek to forge a legally-binding universal agreement between world leaders that 
will be strong enough to keep future environmental disaster at bay. This conference is expected to draw 50,000 
participants including 25,000 official delegates from government, UN agencies, NGOs and civil society.

Looking Ahead
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British Columbians Call on Canada to ‘Do Better’ 

BCCIC is standing together with individuals and organizations from Coast to Coast to Coast 
supporting a national “We Can Do Better” campaign that calls on the Canadian government 
to take stronger leadership on issues of human rights, climate change, and gender equality. 
BCCIC urges British Columbians to inform themselves on these key issues and to challenge 
Canada to do better. 

Spearheaded by the Canadian Council for International Cooperation (CCIC), the “We Can Do Better” campaign 
draws attention to three key areas of focus, identified in public consultation, where Canada can do better moving 
forward : inequality and human rights, climate change and environmental sustainability, and women's rights and 
gender equality. 

The upcoming months open a timely and critical window of opportunity for change with the adoption of the new set 
of universal goals, the Sustainable Development Goals, a Canadian Federal election, creation of a legally-binding 
climate deal in Paris at the United Nations Climate Change Conference, COP21, and a revision of the Beijing 
Declaration and Platform for Action on Women's Rights.  

Learn more about this call to action for better leadership: http://wecandobetter2015.ca
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March 31, 2015 March 31, 2014

Current and Total Assets 133,231 38,931

Current Liabilities 164,279 31,938

Unrestricted Net Assets (31,048) 6,993

Total Liabilities and Net 
Assets

133,231 38,931

2015 2015

Grants and Donations 512,592 269,683

Payments for Supplies and Services (359,592) (320,142)

153,000 (50,459)

Bank Overdraft (26,654) 26,654

Increase (Decrease) in Cash 126,346 (23,805)

Cash and Cash Equivalents Beginning of Year 126 23,931

Cash and Cash Equivalents End of Year 126,472 126

DFATD IDRC Kenoli Foundation Society Total 2015 Total 2014

Receipts

Restricted Funds - DFATD 315,491 315,491 292,810

Restricted Funds - IDRC 13,581 13,581

Restricted Funds - Kenoli Foundation 610 610

Membership Fees 9,247 9,247 10,860

Interest Earned 94 94 285

Other Revenue 185 185 4,350

315,491 13,581 610 9,526 339,208 308,305

Disbursements

Rent and Insurance 27,547 27,547 23,166

Office Supplies & Miscellaneous 5 9,937 9,942 5,263

Communications 3,016 3,016 2,621

Audit & Legal 2,127 6,972 9,099 3,102

Salaries, Wages & Benefits 182,111 11,561 605 36,686 230,963 162,017

Professional fees/cotractor 19,932 1,233 21,165 12,239

Travel, Accomodation, Per Diem 39,956 39,956 25,477

Other direct program expenses 34,547 1,014 35,561 85,545

281,689 12,575 610 82,375 377,249 319,430

33,802 1,006 (72,849) (38,041) (11,125)

Funds transfer for overhead expenses (33,802) (1,006) 34,808

Excess (Deficiency) of Receipts over 
Disbursements (38,041) (38,041) (11,125)

NET ASSETS Beginning of Year (9,944) 16,937 6,993 18,118

NET ASSETS End of Year (9,944) (21,104) (31,048) 6,993

Financial Report
Statements of Financial Position Statement of Cash Flows

Statements of Receipts, Disbursements and Net Assets
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Full Organizational Members 

Africa Community Technical Service Society (ACTS) 
Canadian Network for International Surgery 
Centre for Asia-Pacific Initiatives - Uvic 
CoDevelopment Canada 
College of New Caledonia 
Crossroads International 
Cuso International 
Developing World Connections 
Education Beyond Borders  
Engineers Without Borders, Vancouver Professional Chapter 
FH Canada 
Global Aid Network 
Global Stewardship Program - Capilano University 
Global Village Nanaimo 
Grace Rwanda Society 
Health for Humanity 
imagine1day 
Justice Education Society of BC 
Ken and Oli Johnstone Foundation (Kenoli Fdn.) 
Lotus Outreach Society Canada 
Maria-Helena Foundation 
North Island College International 
One Sky - Canadian Institute of Sustainable Living 
Oxfam Canada 
Pacific Peoples' Partnership 
PeaceGeeks Society 
Seva Canada Society 
Society for the Rehabilitation of the Horn of Africa 
Susila Dharma Canada 
The Didi Society 
The Kesho Trust 
Universal Outreach Foundation 
Victoria International Development Education Association 
(VIDEA) 
Vivek Education Foundation 
World Community Development Education Society 
World Neighbours Canada Society 
YMCA of Greater Vancouver 

Affiliate Members 
Stratosphere International 
WasteAid International 
Simon Fraser University International 

Individual Members 
Shams Alibhai 
Susan Albion 
Abdul Allibhoy 
Bergen Amren 
Hishamm Badawi 
Mali Bain 
Amy Baskin 
Sarah Boyd 
Lorne Braun 
Aman Chaudry 
Sarah Clark 
Marian Dodds 
Catherine Douglas 
Julie Drolet 
Dr Ron Gibson 
Colleen Hanley 
Rosanna Hille 
Ben Hoodendorn 
Sonja Janousek 
Shahbaz Khan 
Joe Knockaert 
Jordan Levine 
Maiden Manzanal 
Eva McMillan 
Casey Miller 
Abdoul Murekezi 
Scott Nelson 
Jeremy Nemanishen 
Hans Park 
Linda Rubuliak 
Kevin Rumsey 
Assumpta Seminega 
Darren Schemmer 
Lynn Slobogian 
Sadie St. Denis 
Bonnie Sutherland 
Juanita Tupper 
Chantille Viaud 
Hester Vivier

Our Members
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