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Global Learning Symposiums across 
"#ȡ Ȭ!ÃÔÉÖÅÌÙ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÎÇȟ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ 
mobilizing British Columbians to re-
ÆÌÅÃÔ ÁÎÄ ÁÃÔ ÏÎ ÌÏÃÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÇÌÏÂÁÌ ÉÓÓÕÅÓȭ 

BCCIC has received a three year public 
engagement grant from CIDA to build 
awareness on international development 
issues in BC communities including the 
Comox Valley, Prince George, Kamloops, 
Victoria, Kelowna and Campbell River. 
The program aims to engage Canadians 
to make connections between local and 
global poverty issues and promote the 
work of local NGOs.  In the past year 
BCCIC worked in the first three communi-
ties using forum theatre as a technique to 
engage audiences.  

This year, BCCIC is launching its second-
ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÅÎÔÉÔÌÅÄ Ȭ'ÌÏÂÁÌ ,ÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ 3ÙÍȤ
ÐÏÓÉÕÍÓȭ ɉ',3ɊȢ "##)# ÉÓ ÒÅÑÕÅÓÔÉÎÇ Á ÃÁÌÌ 
for proposals from NGOs based in the 
Comox Valley, Prince George and Kam-
loops and/or member organizations with 
contacts in these communities to nomi-
nate a Southern partner to participate in 
the GLS. The GLS will provide an opportu-
nity for Southern partners to share sto-
ries, realities and experiences and to 
raise awareness, knowledge and enable 
Canadians to respond and act. 

We will organize and fund GLS in collabo-
ration with member organizations, NGOs 
and organizations based in the communi-
ties. One of the highlights of the GLS will 
ÂÅ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÕÔÈÅÒÎ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒȭÓ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÏÎȟ 
an element BCCIC hopes will strengthen 
the capacity of participants and the pub-
lic to understand and address the connec-
tions between local and global issues. For 
more information please contact, Heather 
Turnbull, Program Officer 
heather@bccic.ca   

 
Advancing Equality between Women and Men  

BCCIC in collaboration with CIDA, and the Centre for Intercultural Learning, of-
fered a 2-day course on April 29 and 30th entitled Advancing Equality between 
Women and Men: Strengthening Project/Program Design and Operational 
Capacity for Canadian NGOs.  21 organizations - including four from Alberta, 
ÃÁÍÅ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÁÔ 3ÉÍÏÎ &ÒÁÓÅÒ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙȭÓ 3ÅÇÁÌ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ ÏÆ "ÕÓÉÎÅÓÓȢ 4ÈÅ Ô×Ï 
facilitators, Darren Brown and Manuela Petersen, have extensive experience in 
developing and delivering participatory training for cross cultural contexts. The 
training is delivered in major cities across Canada hosted by the Provincial or 
Regional Councils for International Cooperation. 

The course evaluations indicated that the participants liked the practical applica-
tions, the sharing of ideas, and the diversity of learning styles. They learned a 
great deal surrounding gender analysis including how to use gender equity prin-
cipals and the framework for assessing gender equality results. The participants 
received a course binder with extensive reference materials and tools. This in-
ÃÌÕÄÅÓ #)$!ȭÓ 0ÏÌÉÃÙ ÏÎ 'ÅÎÄÅÒ %ÑÕÁÌÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ &ÒÁÍÅ×ÏÒË ÆÏÒ !ÓÓÅÓÓÉÎÇ 'ÅÎȤ
der Equality Results. Participants also gained greater insights on the convention 
on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women adopted in 
1979 by the UN General As-
sembly, and the Platform for 
Action adopted by govern-
ments of all countries at the 
UN World Conference on 
Women held in Beijing, China. 
The gender and cultural di-
versity amongst the partici-
pants provided for interesting  
dialogue and viewpoints. 
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RESULTS Canada is 
major advocate as 
CIDA announces 
$127.4 million for TB  

March 24th, World TB 
Day, was a good day for 

the world in addressing poverty. After 
an extended and concerted advocacy 
campaign, in which RESULTS was the 
major advocate, CIDA announced 
$127.4 million for global TB control.  

Over the past three years RESULTS 
has published 222 TB-related publica-
tions, written countless letters and 
raised TB with numerous public lead-
ers, decision-makers in government, 
and global leaders in the fight to end 
TB. 

The announcement from CIDA is 
an important step in positioning Can-
ada as a global leader in 
TB control.  These new investments 
will ensure that more people are diag-
nosed, treated and cured. www.results
-resultats.ca.  

 

 

 

CUSO-63/ȭÓ .Å× %ØÅÃÕÔÉÖÅ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ 
Derek Evans has an extensive back-
ground in senior management and 
governance in the NGO sector, both 
nationally and internationally. His 
primary background is in education 
and human rights. He served through 
the 1990s as Deputy Secretary Gen-
eral of Amnesty International, and has 
led more than 70 international delega-
tions in all world regions, primarily 
dealing with human rights and conflict 
resolution.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bolivian Volunteer 
Visits Kamloops and 
West Vancouver, BC 

Canadian Crossroads 
)ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌȭÓ ɉ##)Ɋ 
Western Regional Office in Vancouver 
is pleased to welcome Fabián Mendivil 
as a South-North volunteer this year!  
As of April 20th, Fabián will be work-
ing with several community economic 
development organizations for the 
two months he is in Canada:  Commu-
nity Futures Central Interior First Na-
tions (www.cfdcofcifn.com) and the 
First National Agricultural Lending 
Association ( www.fnala.com) in Kam-
loops for six weeks and with the 
Tale'awtxw Aboriginal Capital Corpo-
ration (www.tacc.ca) in West Vancou-
ver for the last two weeks.   

 
 
 

Hundreds say no to the Canada-Colombia Free Trade Agreement  
by Dawn Paley 
 

On May 1st, more than 150 labour and grassroots solidarity activists mobilized outside 
the Liberal convention to reject the Canada-Colombia Free Trade Agreement. Labour 
groups set up coffins to symbolize the deaths of Colombian union members under Presi-
dent Alvaró Uribe's watch. 

The Canada Colombia Free Trade Agreement was negotiated behind closed doors, and 
signed on November 21st in Lima, Peru. 

The deal has come under fire by trade unionists, human rights organizations, and activists, who claim that if ratified, it will 
give legitimacy to a government responsible for grave human rights abuses. 

The Canada-Colombia agreement was tabled in parliament on March 26th, and requires a vote in order to be ratified. During 
the election campaign, former Liberal leader Stéphane Dion claimed that his party would not support the deal, but of late the 
Liberal position has become less clear. 

In June, an all party report written by the Standing Committee on International Trade recommended that Canada not sign a 
Free Trade Agreement with Colombia until an independent human rights assessment has been carried out. The New Democ-
ratic Party and the Bloc Quebecois have both since maintained their opposition to the deal. 

The mainstream media completely ignored the demonstration, the first of its kind to be held outside Vancouver's new billion 
dollar convention center. They did, however, find it print worthy to note that while the demonstration for Colombia was go-
ing on, former PM Jean Chrétien was accosted and accused of being a "war criminal." 
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Seva Benefit  
Wednesday May 13, 7pm  
Chai Gallery, 3239 West Broadway  
The second Wednesday of every month is Seva night at Chai! Join us for the second Seva benefit evening at 
the Chai Gallery, a Silk Route-ÉÎÓÐÉÒÅÄ ÒÅÓÔÁÕÒÁÎÔȢ Ασυ ÃÏÓÔ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÓ Αρπ ÄÏÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ 3ÅÖÁȭÓ ÓÉÇÈÔ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍȢ  
Seva Donor Event and Show  
Wednesday, May 6: Victoria  
Doors 7pm; Ambrosia Conference & Event Centre, 638 Fisgard St.  
Thursday, May 7: Nanaimo  
Doors 7pm; Malaspina Theatre, Building 310, Vancouver Island University  
Friday, May 8: Gabriola Island  
Doors 7pm; Agricultural Hall, 465 South Road  
Seva Canada would like to invite you to a special screening with board member Susan Erdmann Tibet Saving: Sight on the 
Roof of the World with speakers, door prizes, refreshments. Bring your friends! Free. www.seva.ca/newsandevents.  
 
 
The Great Turning  
May 23 9:30-7:30 
Maritime Labour Centre, 1880 Triumph St. 
Join Oxfam Vancouver and the Be the Change Earth Alliance for the first Unconference to Be the 
#ÈÁÎÇÅȢ   0ÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔÓ ÅÎÇÁÇÅ ÉÎ ÉÎÔÉÍÁÔÅ ȰÃÉÒÃÌÅ ÔÁÌËÓȱ ÁÎÄ ÈÅÁÒ ÆÒÏÍ ÏÖÅÒ σπ ÓÐÅÁËÅÒÓȢ  &ÕÌÌ-day 
tickets $48. andrea@bethechangecircles.org 
 

CoDev Fundraising Dinner  
Saturday, June 6th  
Maritime Labour Centre, 1880 Triumph St., Victoria  
CoDev's annual dinner has sold out in recent years. No surprise considering the great food, good friends 
and fantastic entertainment! Indulge in the famous dessert auction and bid in the huge silent auction. All 
proceeds support CoDev's work in building Canadian -Latin American solidarity. codev@codev.org or 
604.708.1495.  Tickets $50 ($25 low waged) available at the CoDev office. 

 
Paws 4 Peace 
June 7 
Second Beach, Stanley Park 
The Vancouver Red Cross and the Humanitarian Issues Working Group presents Paws 4 Peace. 
People and dogs walk together to help create a world where everyone can walk without the fear of 
deadly legacies of war. Includes fun activities for the whole family, including dog agility demonstra-
tions, crafts and community booths. Bring your pooch, and join us in raising funds and awareness! http://
www.paws4peace.ca/ 

 
World Sight Day  
October 8, 2009  
Heritage Hall, Main Street 
Seva will be holding a fundraiser with live music to mark World Sight Day.  Special guest will be Dr. Paul 
Courtright of the Kilimanjaro Centre for Community Ophthalmology in Tanzania and Dr. Salma, a Seva-
trained ophthalmologist from Nepal who is doing a fellowship in pediatric ophthalmology at UBC/BC Chil-
dren's Hospital.  
 

Mt. Everest region trek with TRAS  
October 16 ɀ November 4, 2009  
*ÏÉÎ ÔÈÅ 4ÒÁÎÓ (ÉÍÁÌÁÙÁÎ !ÉÄ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙȭÓ ÔÒÅË ÉÎ ÔÈÅ -ÔȢ %ÖÅÒÅÓÔ ÒÅÇÉÏÎȢ &ÕÎÄÒÁÉÓÅ ÆÏÒ ÁÎÄ ÖÉÓÉÔ 42!3 ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔÓ 
in the Himalays. www.tras.ca, 604-984-7773 
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Stories from the Field 

 

Kwaheri na Ahsante Sana CUSO 
Tanzania  

On February 12th, 2009, CUSO Cooper-
ants, representatives of the partner 
organizations and VSO staff gathered 
at Beachcomber Hotel in Dar-es-
Salaam. The purpose of the gathering 
was to give the important stake-
holders of CUSO an opportunity to 
meet together and celebrate CUSO 
4ÁÎÚÁÎÉÁȭÓ ÌÉÆÅ ÁÎÄ ÉÔÓ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÍÅ ÃÌÏȤ
sure in Tanzania.  The one day closing 
ceremony at Beachcomber offered a 
unique opportunity for CUSO Cooper-
ants, partner organizations and staff 
to recap the long history of CUSO and 
reflect on the memorable moments of 
their relations with CUSO Tanzania 
and finally to mark its goodbye.  
From the outset of the gathering, it 
was clear that it would not be possible 
to recall all the memorable moments 
of the rich history of CUSO in Tanza-
ÎÉÁȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÄÁÔÅÓ ÂÁÃË ÔÏ ÅÁÒÌÙ ρωφπȭÓ 
in a one day event. And it was also 
noted that most of the participants 
were just a small proportion of the 
Cooperants, partners and staff who 
had served CUSO over all these years.  
However everybody was very keen to 
say something about their experiences 
as a way to remember their contribu-
tions to CUSO work in Tanzania.  
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The World Community Development 
Education Society is a Comox Valley 
based organization established 19 years 
ago with a vision of raising awareness of 
global development issues.  This volun-
teer organization is guided by a group of 
local individuals with a passion for social 
justice and environmental stewardship.  

4ÈÅ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÆÌÁÇÓÈÉÐ ÅÖÅÎÔ ÉÓ "#ȭÓ 
longest running social justice documen-
tary film festival, presented through the 
Travelling World Community Film Festi-
val.  As an educational tool, the film festi-
val screens current documentary films 
featuring the major emerging human 
development issues. 

World Community was an early pioneer 
in importing and selling fairly traded 
coffee and has used the resources from 
this to support primary health care pro-
moters in Nicaragua and El Salvador in 
partnership with Co-Development Can-
ada.  Our most recent effort has us part-
nered with the Vancouver Island Mu-
sicfest to help them transition to fair 
trade and organic purchasing and sales 
policies.  

 In 2008 World Community launched 
Tide Change (www.tidechange.ca), a lo-
ÃÁÌ ×ÅÂ ÂÁÓÅÄ ȰÏÎÅ-stop-shop" for Co-
mox Valley action and event planning  
around social and eco-justice issues.  

World Community Bikes recently 
shipped a container of bicycles to a part-
ner group in Nicaragua and is engaged in 
continuing its mission of keeping bikes 
out of the landfill. Recycled bikes provide 
transportation alternatives to groups 
and organizations working with the 
homeless in the community.    

As a local development Society, World 
Community is an effective model of the 
ÁÄÁÇÅ ȬÔÈÉÎË ÇÌÏÂÁÌÌÙȟ ÁÃÔ ÌÏÃÁÌÌÙȭȢ 

www.worldcommunity.ca  

Member Profile 

One event was a round table discus-
sion whereby participants shared 
their impressions, stories and memo-
rable moments.  Some of these were 
captured on the CUSO Tanzania mem-
ory wall. The other event was an en-
thusiastic and colourful dancing per-
formance by the KIWOHEDE girls ɀ 
one of the partner organisations of 
CUSO. 

Below are some of the memorable 
quotes from the day: 

Ȱ#53/ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÆÅ ÏÆ 
many people in Tanzania by helping 
the target peoples.  And we hope CUSO/
VSO will try to do the same with us like 
ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÄÏÎÅȢȱ - Justa Mwaituka, KI-
WOHEDE (CUSO Partner) 

ȰȬ%ÍÕÓÏÉȭЄ +ÉÍÁÁÓÁÉ Є $ÉÓÃÏÖÅÒÙȢ 
Awareness, Realization for the Maasai 
girls who will be allowed the chance to 
go to school ɀ But also for ME ɀ so 
much to learn. May I live my life with a 
fraction of the courage these young 
ÇÉÒÌÓ ÔÅÁÃÈ -ÅȢȱ - Katie Martin  Emusiou 
Center. (CUSO Cooperant) 

Ȱ7ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÉÎ #53/ ×ÁÓ Ȭ!Î %ØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ 
*ÏÕÒÎÅÙ ×ÏÒÔÈ ÏÆ Á ,ÉÆÅÔÉÍÅȭ Ȱ - Tom Ole 
Sikar (CUSO staff)  

http://www.tidechange.ca/
http://www.worldcommunity.ca/



