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International Development Week  

International Development Week (IDW) 
2010 will take place from Sunday, Febru-
ary 7, to Saturday, February 13. IDW 
highlights and illustrates the work of 
Canada's development community.  IDW 
provides a great opportunity for Canadi-
ans to: 

increase the awareness of the role 
many Canadians play in interna-
tional development; 

learn more about life in developing 
countries; and 

find out how they can become global 
citizens, actively involved in inter-
national development 

If you have any events that you would 
ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ "##)#ȭÓ )$7 ÃÁÌÅÎȤ
dar, please email info@bccic.ca. 
 
CIDA Dialogue on Development in the 
Americas  

On December 1st, CIDA hosted a round-
table discussion with BC partners on 
CIDA in the Americas.  Development con-
sultants, NGOs, university representa-
tives and individuals from the private 
sector came together to learn about 
#)$!ȭÓ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ,ÁÔÉÎ !ÍÅÒȤ
ica and the Caribbean.  Julian Murray led 
the discussion by outlining the current 
development policy context for the 
Americas and highlighting major devel-
opment trends in the region.  

Participants discussed their experience in 
the region and exchanged ideas on how 
CIDA can best contribute to equitable 
sustainable economic growth, securing 
the future of children and youth, and food 
security in the Americas.  

 
BCCIC Holiday Hours 

Happy Holidays from BCCIC! Our office will be closed from 
December 23 to January 3 rd .  We will return on January 4th 
to bring in an exciting new year.  We wish you the best in 
the New Year and look forward to seeing you in 2010. 

International Development Drinks Night  - January 21 

BCCIC is excited to announce our next International Development 
$ÒÉÎËȭÓ .ÉÇÈÔȦ 0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÊÏÉÎ ÕÓ ÏÎ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ςρȟ ςππω ÁÔ #ÅÉÌÉȭÓ )ÒÉÓÈ 
Pub and Restaurant  , 5-8 pm (670 Smithe Street, Vancouver) for 
a casual gathering of people and organizations interested in inter-
national development. This is an opportunity to chat, debate, so-
cialize and connect with others who are passionate about working, 
volunteering and learning more about international development. 

For more information or to RSVP, please contact Nicole at info@bccic.ca. 

Fair Trade Conference Call  

On November 24th, BCCIC hosted a conference call surrounding 
Fair Trade in British Columbia. Nine BCCIC member organiza-
tions joined in on the call with Fair Trade Manitoba and Fair 
Trade Vancouver. The purpose of the call was to learn which 
BCCIC members are working in Fair Trade, discuss how BCCIC 
can better support our members who work in Fair Trade, learn 
ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅÓ ÏÆ -ÁÎÉÔÏÂÁȭÓ &ÁÉÒ 4ÒÁÄÅ 
movement and  develop ways to collaborate in British Columbia. 

If you would like a  copy of the minutes to this call, please contact Nicole at 
info@bccic.ca. 
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BCCIC Update 

 

BC Council for International Cooperation 

Global Learning Symposiums in 
Kamloops and Prince George  

On November 19th, BCCIC joined 
×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ +ÁÍÌÏÏÐÓ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 2ÅȤ
source Group Society and the Centre 
for International Social Work for the 
Global Learning Symposium at 
Thompson River University in Kam-
loops. Miriam Samuel, Head of the 
School of Social Work at Madras 
Christian College in Chennai, India 
spoke on the Millennium Develop-
ment Goals from a gender lens. 
Miriam brought with her extensive 
knowledge of community mental 
health practice, gender development, 
expertise in the field of gender analy-
sis and is very involved in the post-
tsunami reconstruction efforts in 
Tamil Nadu. 

The symposium also featured panel 
presentations from Duane Seibel with 
the School of Social Work and Human 
Service, Nicole Bachynsky - a TRU 4th 
year student doing an international 
practicum in Botswana, Alixandria 
Stupich - TRU student who travelled 
with Developing World Connections 
to Peru and Shams Alibhai with 
BCCIC. 

The Prince George GLS took place at 
the University of Northern BC on Fri-
day November 6th.  The symposium 
was organized with the UNBC Interna-
tional Development Student Society for 
their Global Friday event. Godwin 
Ugah and Juliet Olory both spoke at the 
event.   Students, faculty, members of 
the community and people interested 
in issues of resource extraction were 
present and  some interesting links 
were made between resource extrac-
tion in Nigeria and mining issues and 
challenges in Prince George. 

BCCIC is also excited to announce that 
a video from our GLS in Courtenay , 
Ȱ3ÔÒÉÖÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ %ÑÕÉÔÙ ÉÎ .ÉÇÅÒÉÁȱ ÉÓ ÎÏ× 

available on YouTube for viewing. 
Please visit 
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=rmLsJag0CFQ to watch 
excerpts from the day. 

Restoring funding to Kairos   

On November 30, KAIROS received no-
tice from the Canadian International 
Development Agency (CIDA) that their 
project proposal for 2009-2013 had 
been declined. They were not given an 
explanation for this decision, other than 
that our program did not fit CIDA priori-
ties.  
 
This decision terminates a 35-year his-
tory of cooperation between CIDA and 
KAIROS and its predecessor organiza-
tions, and compromises the work of hu-
man rights and ecological integrity in 
the developing world. This decision also 
negatively affects the ability of Canadi-
ans to develop skills and knowledge in 
the exercise of their global citizenship.  

To learn more about what you can do to 
show your support, please visit the KAI-
ROS webpage at kairoscanada.org/
index.php?id=645. 

Betty Plewes Fund Award 2010.  

4ÈÅ ÔÈÉÒÄ Αρυȟπππ Á×ÁÒÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ "ÅÔÔÙ 0ÌÅ×ÅÓ &ÕÎÄ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÏÆÆÅÒÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÒÉÎÇ ςπρπȢ 4ÈÅ &ÕÎÄ ×ÁÓ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄ ÂÙ ##)#ȭÓ "ÏÁÒÄ ÏÆ 
Directors to honour the contribution made by Betty Plewes while President-CEO of CCIC. The purpose of the Fund is to award 
an African non-governmental organization engaged in research and policy development on issues of priority to women. Submit 
nominations by December 11, 2009 to the Selection Committee by mail and email.  

 

2010 Alan Thomas Fellowship to Promote Civil Society and Voluntary Action  

Awarded for the first time in 2008, this initiative is aimed at strengthening leadership for civil society and promoting greater 
understanding of the significance of voluntary action. The Fellowship will again be awarded in 2010 to a leader in the NGO/non
-profit sector who would not normally have access to a sabbatical leave. Valued at a maximum amount of $60,000 for up to one 
year, the award is intended to allow the recipient, at a transitional moment in his or her career, to make a significant contribu-
tion to the sector, through research and reflection, leading to possible publication, or dissemination in another medium. The 
award is designed to support individual leaders, but also to build a broader network of researchers and practitioners.  Visit 
www.carold.ca for more details on the Fellowship and the 2009 recipients. The new deadline for applications is March 26, 
2010, and the 2010 Fellow will be announced in late June 2010. 
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&( #ÁÎÁÄÁȭÓ 'ÉÆÔ 'ÕÉÄÅ 
7ÏÎÄÅÒÉÎÇ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÌÉÄÁÙÓȩ #ÈÅÃË ÏÕÔ &( #ÁÎÁÄÁȭÓ annual Gift Guide that directly bene-
fits their field projects. For someone with everything and someone with nothing. www.fhcanada.org/gifts.  
 
Gender Equality - Who's Problem is it Anyway?  
The Victoria International Development Education Association (VIDEA) is pleased to announce a new educational re-
source and interactive workshop titled Gender Equality - Who's Problem is it Anyway?  The resource will engage stu-
dents and teachers to think critically on the impact of gender equality on achieving the MDGs and human rights. A full-
version of the educational resource will be available on-line for free download from the VIDEA website in Spring 2010. 
www.videa.ca, lpalmer@videa.ca 
 
.Å× !ÒÒÉÖÁÌÓ ÆÒÏÍ 'ÌÏÂÁÌ 6ÉÌÌÁÇÅ .ÁÎÁÉÍÏȭÓ 3ÔÏÒÅȦ 
GVN announces the arrival of an order from South Africa. Many of the products are made from recycled and re-
claimed materials ɀ pop cans, old telephone wire, car parts all turned into beautiful art and functional pieces. 
 
Ȭ7Å #ÁÎȭ ÌÁÕÎÃÈÅÓ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÎÅ× ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ 
The new site went live on November 25 and has great features including videos, resources, and an online community 
for Change Makers.  Join the online community at the bottom right of the We Can homepage (www.wecanbc.ca) to 
register as a Change Maker. 
 
4ÈÅ *ÕÓÔÉÃÅ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙȭÓ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍÓ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ ÈÁÓ Á ÎÅ× ÌÏÏËȦ  
Use the left column to navigate to discover current projects, events, the online newsletter, interna-
tional resources, past projects, and our team. at www.JusticeEducation.ca/international 
 
#ÁÆï OÔÉÃÏȟ #Ï$ÅÖȭÓ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÅÎÔÅÒÐÒÉÓÅȟ ÈÁÓ ÓÏÍÅ ÆÁÎÔÁÓÔÉÃ ÏÐÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÈÏÌÉÄÁÙ ÇÉÆÔÓȦ  
Looking for the perfect gift for the holiday season? Café Etico has a variety of fair trade, organic gift packages, all fes-
tively wrapped with a fair trade holiday ornament. The packages are all available in whole bean or ground, and custom 
packages are available upon request. 604-708-8782, etico@etico.ca. 
 
Poverty Revolution ɂFH Canada's Revolutionary Solution to the Poverty Crisis.  
Beginning January 1st 2009, FH Canada is proud to announce the launch of a new and interactive online 
platform to engage Canadians in the development process called Poverty RevolutionȢ &( #ÁÎÁÄÁȭÓ ÎÅ× 
website will feature profiles of their current developing communities and allows Canadians to join one or 
more of these online communities for free.  www.povertyrevolution.org  
 
Oxfam Advocacy and Outreach Committee Goes Caroling 
December 14 th, 6:30pm 
Robson Street 
#ÏÍÅ ÊÏÉÎ /ØÆÁÍ 6ÁÎÃÏÕÖÅÒȭÓ !/# ÆÏÒ ÓÏÎÇÓ ÁÎÄ ÆÕÎ ÁÓ ÔÈÅÙ ÇÏ ÃÁÒÏÌÉÎÇ ÁÌÏÎÇ 2ÏÂÓÏÎ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÅ ÔÈÅ 
Oxfam Unwrapped campaign. miriamp@oxfam.ca 
 
The 9th Annual World Community Film Festival  
January 29-31, 2010 
Langara College  
Join in on this unique opportunity for people in our community to come together to tackle global 
issues like international development, environmental concerns and human rights, with a focus on ways to build 
ÐÏÓÉÔÉÖÅ ÁÌÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÖÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ×ÏÒÌÄȢ  www.codev.org/filmfest   
  
#0!2ȭÓ ςπρπ 3ÔÕÄÙ 4ÏÕÒ  
May 11-27th 
Malawi 
See for yourself development projects in action, learn about how health and development projects are implemented on 
the ground from local field staff and to meet directly with communities and project beneficiaries. While in Malawi the 
3ÔÕÄÙ 4ÏÕÒ ×ÉÌÌ ÖÉÓÉÔ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔÓ ÆÏÃÕÓÅÄ ÏÎ #0!2ȭÓ ËÅÙ ÁÒÅÁÓ ÏÆ ÉÎÔÅÒÖÅÎÔÉÏÎȢ #ÏÓÔ ΑυυππȢ www.cpar.ca 
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Stories from the Field 
Firefighters Without Borders De-
ploys Abroad  
 
On January 21st, 2010 there will be 24 
members of Firefighters Without Bor-
ders Canada deployed to El Salvador. 
This team comprised of 14 fire fighters 
from five Metro Vancouver fire depart-
ments, four recent graduates of the 
JIBC Fire Academy on an international 
scholarship and four local students 
filming a documentary who will spend 
11 days training with the Cuerpo de 
Bomberos de El Salvador. The training 
will be delivered to fire service mem-
bers from El Salvador, Belize, Costa 
Rica, Nicaragua, and Honduras.  

 
This trip will deliver four pieces of fire 
apparatus (two fire engines, one ladder 
truck & one utility vehicle) in addition 
to over 100 sets of fire fighter personal 
protective equipment and two sets of 
the Jaws of Life. Appropriately enough, 
following Hurricane Ida, some of the 
training will focus on enhanced multi-
agency emergency response and inci-
dent command. Other deployments in 
2010 include Paraguay and Thailand in 
March. 
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Engineers Without Borders  

Engineers Without Borders Canada 
(EWB) creates opportunities for 
rural Africans to access clean water, 
generate an income from small 
farms, and have improved access to 
services and infrastructure they 
need to improve their lives. EWB 
harness the problem-solving ap-
proach and creative pragmatism of 
the Canadian engineering sector to 
address the root causes of poverty 
in rural Africa. With 26 student and 
7 regional Chapters across the 
country, EWB is a network of 
36,000 enthusiastic  members who 
share a common drive to promote 
human development.     

At EWB Vancouver, the focus is to 
work with other international de-
velopment organizations to build 
awareness of their cause and help 
coordinate and execute events. 
With a dedicated and talented net-
work of volunteers, EWB has put on 
major annual events, such as the 
Bridging-the Gap Conference 
(March) and the Run-to-End Pov-
erty (July). EWB is excited to part-
ner with Fair Trade Vancouver on 
other local initiatives such as a Fair 
Trade Fair (May) and to be an inte-
gral part of the Make Poverty His-
tory Coalition alongside Oxfam and 
Amnesty International. Working in 
synergy with the BCCIC and its pas-
sionate member organizations, 
EWB looks forward to driving 
change in and from BC! For more 
information, please contact them at 
vancouver@ewb.ca. 
 

www.ewb.ca  

Member Profile 
The Quest for Environmental Jus-
tice   
 
Dr. Yuri Melini is the director of the 
Center for Legal Action in Environ-
ment and Social Issues (CALAS) in 
Guatemala. He is a long-time de-
fender of environmental justice and 
the rights of Indigenous people.  In 
June, 2008, CALAS won a case in the 
Constitutional Court of Guatemala 
resulting in changes to the opencast 
mining law ɀ changes that will  better 
protect communities near the mines. 
Three months after the Supreme 
Court ruling, Dr. Melini survived an 
attempt on his life when he was shot 
seven times. On the same day of his 
shooting, 50 other environmental 
activists in Guatemala received 
threats. Dr. Melini was in Canada in 
October, 2009 for a speaking tour 
organized by the Social Justice Com-
mittee of Montreal.  
 
An interview with Dr. Melini from Au 
Courant published by the Canadian 
Council for International Co-
operation (CCIC) is available online at 
www.ccic.ca/aucourant/
aucourant_fall__nov_2009/
aucourant_fall_2009_4_e.html. 
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