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"##)#ȭÓ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ $ÅÖÅÌÏÐȤ
ment Drinks Night  
 
On July 22, business cards were ex-
changed and stories were told as 
volunteers, students, NGO represen-
tatives, academics, organizational 
and individual members gathered 
together at the Railway Club for 
"##)#ȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ $ÅÖÅÌÏÐȤ
ment Drinks.  

Rosanna Hille from Hille-Magassa & 
Associates and Miyuki Numata with 
Canadian Food for the Hungry 
shared their stories with the partici-
pants on how they became involved 
with International Development.  
The aim of the evening was to create 
stronger networks in BC between 
BCCIC members and those interested 
in international development. BCCIC 
hopes to arrange more networking 
events like this in the upcoming 
months. 

 
Podcasting Workshop  
 
BCCIC hosted two podcasting workshops in Vancouver during the month of July 
with Scott Paton, author of Podcasting Unleashed, and Umeeda Switlo from CUSO-
VSO.  The day and a half long workshops outlined ways in which podcasting can 
be used to promote activities both overseas and locally.  By the end of the second 
day, the participants had recorded their own podcasts and uploaded them on 
www.MyPodcastWorld.com to be available to the general public.  

BCCIC is also excited to announce the launch of our podcasting site on My Pod-
cast world. We have uploaded two podcasts to our site and these can be heard at 
www.mypodcastworld.com/podcasts/bccic. 

With the success of the first podcasting series, BCCIC is planning for another pod-
casting workshop in Victoria soon.    
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Miyuki Numata chats with people at the 
Railway Club 

I greatly enjoyed the workshop and 
learned a lot.  Thank you BCCIC and Scott 

for organizing the workshop!  

http://www.mypodcastworld.com/register
http://www.mypodcastworld.com/podcasts/bccic/
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BCCIC Global Cooperation Awards 
 
We invite our members to nominate 
outstanding and positive contributions 
ÔÏ ÇÌÏÂÁÌ ÃÏÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎȢ  "##)#ȭÓ Á×ÁÒÄ 
selection committee will recognize 
achievements in three categories: 
Global Action Youth Award, Service 
Award and Commitment to Global Co-
operation Award.  Send in your com-
pleted forms by Wednesday August 
19th.  The winners will be honored at 
our Annual General Meeting on Sep-
tember 18th. For more information 
please contact Nicole at info@bccic.  
 
Annual General Meeting on Friday 
September 18, 2009  
 
Mark your calendar! The day will start 
promptly at 11:30am with the business 
meeting for our members at University 
ÏÆ "ÒÉÔÉÓÈ #ÏÌÕÍÂÉÁȭÓ 2ÏÂÓÏÎ 3ÑÕÁÒÅ ÉÎ 
downtown Vancouver - 800 Robson 
Street, rooms C150 and C180. 
 
The day starts with the business meet-

ing at 11:30am followed by lunch and 
our 20th anniversary celebration. The 
afternoon celebration includes pres-
ÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÂÙ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌȭÓ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÍÅÎÔÁÌ 
in establishing BCCIC in 1989. This 
will be followed by our first Global 
Cooperation Awards. The afternoon 
will continue with a slide show, pic-
ture gallery and story telling by our 
members of the past 20 years. We 
invite our members to join us in the 
morning and extend an invitation to 
the public for the afternoon at 
2:30pm.  For more information please 
contact Nicole at info@bccic. See you 
soon. 
 
Promoting Literacy in Pakistan: 
Each One Teach One Workshop 
 
The BCCIC announces a free work-
shop with Dr. Muhammad Iqbal and 
Tahir Din of The Maria-Helena Foun-
dation.  Development of Pakistan is 
not only a responsibility of the Gov-
ernment of Pakistan, it is also a re-
sponsibility of all Pakistanis living in 

Pakistan and the Diaspora. There are 
about 8 million children out of school 
in Pakistan. The literacy rate, espe-
cially among females, is very low. 
While the Diaspora Pakistanis cannot 
change the whole of Pakistan, they 
can change the life of one poor per-
son, and one poor family. In this 
workshop we will describe the chal-
lenges facing Pakistan, and how the 
individual Diaspora Pakistanis can 
engage with Pakistani civil society 
organizations to promote literacy.  
The workshop will take place on Sep-
tember 26, 2009 from 1:30pm at the 
Surrey Public Library. For more infor-
mation, please contact Nicole at 
info@bccic.ca. 

Carold  Institute - Alan Thomas Fellowship to Promote Civil Society and Voluntary Action  

(Harrowsmith, Ontario, July 10, 2009) - The Carold Institute announced today that two outstanding leaders in the non-
ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÓÅÃÔÏÒ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ Á×ÁÒÄÅÄ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ #ÁÒÏÌÄ )ÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÅ !ÌÁÎ 4ÈÏÍÁÓ &ÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐȢ  4ÈÅ ÆÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐ ÉÓ Á×ÁÒÄÅÄ ÁÎÎÕȤ
ÁÌÌÙ ÔÏ ÓÅÎÉÏÒ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ .'/ ÓÅÃÔÏÒȢ 4ÈÅ ÆÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐ ÉÓ ÏÎÅ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÄÕÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÐÁÓÔ &ÅÌÌÏ×Ó ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔÅÄ ÔÏ the 
Carold Institute, disseminating the results of their projects and mentoring others in their  various fields.  

Vincent Greason, an adult educator who has been actively involved in grassroots community and labour organisations in Qué-
bec and Ontario for the past twenty years, has been awarded a $50,000 Alan Thomas Fellowship to examine the role that Que-
ÂÅÃȭÓ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ-ÂÁÓÅÄ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÐÌÁÙÅÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÔÏ ÐÌÁÙȟ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÌÉÆÅ ÏÆ 1ÕÅÂÅÃȭÓ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÍÏÖÅȤ
ment. He will focus particularly on activist groups involved in the defence and promotion of collective rights.  

Peggy Edwards, an Ottawa-based health promotion consultant and co-chair of the National Advocacy Committee of the Grand-
mothers to Grandmothers Campaign (an organization created by the Stephen Lewis Foundation to advocate for African grand-
mothers and AIDS orphans) has been awarded a $50,000 Alan Thomas Fellowship to research and develop capacity in civil 
society for advocacy by older women.  

These projects will further the objectives of the Fellowship, which is designed:   

To support leaders who will advance the centrality of learning as a foundation for healthy civil society 
To strengthen networks among civil society leaders and social movements 
To add to the understanding of related issues of policy and practice 
4Ï ÃÁÐÔÕÒÅ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÔÉÏÎÅÒÓȭ ËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅ 
To generate activities that will have a multiplier effect 

 
For more information on this fellowship, see www.carold.ca. 

Annual Fellowship Alert 

Page 2 
One Village 

BCCIC Members:  

Please remember to renew your 

membership. Reminders will be sent 

out this month.  We welcome new 

members - deadline for organiza-

tional membership is August  31. 

mailto:info@bccic.ca
mailto:info@bccic.ca
mailto:info@bccic.ca?subject=Promoting%20Literacy%20in%20Pakistan%20Workshop
http://www.carold.ca


Her Sight is Worth It  
3ÅÖÁȭÓ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ /ÎÌÉÎÅ 6ÉÄÅÏ #ÏÎÔÅÓÔ 

4ÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ σπ ÍÉÌÌÉÏÎ ÒÅÁÓÏÎÓ ÔÏ ÅÎÔÅÒ 3ÅÖÁ #ÁÎÁÄÁȭÓ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ video contest: Her Sight Is Worth It. That is the 
number of blind women and girls there are today ɀ Á ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÓÅÔ ÔÏ ÒÉÓÅ ÕÎÌÅÓÓ ×Å ÉÎÔÅÒÖÅÎÅȢ 3ÅÖÁȭÓ ÃÏÎȤ
test will be launched in September at www.HerSight.ca.  The three winning videos will be screened at the World 
Community Film Festival in 8 locations across Canada.  

!ÍÏÒÁË 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙȭÓ "ÏÏË 2ÅÌÅÁÓÅ 

,ÏÃÁÌ #ÁÎÁÄÉÁÎ ÁÕÔÈÏÒ 'ÅÍ -ÕÎÒÏȭÓ ͼ3ÏÕÔÈ !ÓÉÁÎ !ÄÖÅÎÔÕÒÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ !ÃÔÉÖÅ 0ÏÏÒͼ ÉÓ Á ÂÏÏË ÏÆ ÔÒÕÅ ÓÈÏÒÔȟ ÃÁÐÔÉÖÁÔÉÎÇ 
stories about events and circumstances of the origins of Amarok Society's charitable work in some of the poorest 
slums in the world.  It allows Canadians a rare insight into the lives of these warm, amazing women. (All profits go to 
Amarok Society.), www.amaroksociety.org/products/south -asian-adventures-active-poor-gem-munro 

 
Seva Benefit at Chai Gallery  
August 12 and September 9  
Chai Gallery, 3239 West Broadway  

The second Wednesday of every month is Seva night at Chai! Join us for the second Seva benefit evening at the 

Chai Gallery, a Silk Route-ÉÎÓÐÉÒÅÄ ÒÅÓÔÁÕÒÁÎÔȢ Ασυ ÃÏÓÔ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÓ Αρπ ÄÏÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ 3ÅÖÁȭÓ ÓÉÇÈÔ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍȢ   

 
!##%3 &ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ !ÎÎÕÁÌ ""1  
August 15  
2441 Cristopherson Road, Surrey  

Join the ACCES Foundation's for their major fund-raising event of the year. Cost is $60 per person (Tax receipt 
for $35). Bring your friends for delicious food and lots of fun! Please let us know if you plan to attend. Phone 604-538-7267, 
or 604-535-9766. 

&( #ÁÎÁÄÁȭÓ /ÐÅÎ (ÏÕÓÅ 
September 12, 12-4pm 
31741 Peardonville Rd, Abbotsford 

Come on by as we celebrate the start of another exciting year. Eat good food, enjoy fun games, pet furry 
animals, and learn how FH Canada is working to eradicate poverty around the world!  

#Ï$ÅÖȭÓ ςππψȾπω !'- 
September 30, 7pm  
Venue TBA 

#Ï$ÅÖ ÉÎÖÉÔÅÓ ÁÌÌ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÊÏÉÎ ÔÈÅÍ ÁÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇȢ Not a member?  You can join at the 
AGM!  www.codev.org 

3ÅÖÁȭÓ %ÙÅ /ÐÅÎÅÒ "ÅÎÅÆÉÔ 0ÁÒÔÙ 
October 9 
Heritage Hall, 3102 Main Street 

Come celebrate to raise funds for eye care for women and girls. Special guest Dr. Paul Courtright, world expert on 
the issue of gender inequity and blindness and Seva's partner in Africa. There will be savory and sweet treats, a 
silent auction, cash bar. Music, savory and sweet treats, a silent auction, cash bar. Tickets 604-713-6622 

The Green Challenge Conference 
October 23  
Esquimalt Secondary School, Victoria BC 

This event sponsored by the BC Teachers for Peace and Global Education features key note speaker, Elizabeth 
-ÁÙ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒÕÍ ÐÁÎÅÌÉÓÔ $ÁÖÉÄ /ÒÃÈÁÒÄȢ 0ÁÇÅ ÉÓ Á ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÁÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ  ÔÈÅ "# 4ÅÁÃÈÅÒȭÓ &ÅÄÅÒÁÔÉÏÎȢ 
3ÅÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÂÉÁÎÎÕÁÌ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌȟ Ȱ4ÈÅ 'ÌÏÂÁÌ %ÄÕÃÁÔÏÒȱȢ www.pagebc.ca 

Member News & Events 
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http://www.hersight.ca
http://www.amaroksociety.org/products/south-asian-adventures-active-poor-gem-munro
http://www.codev.org
http://www.pagebc.ca


Stories from the Field 
The Association for Rural Advancement 
through Voluntary ActionτRajasthan, 
India 

The Association for Rural Advancement 
through Voluntary Action (ARAVALI) is a 
support organization in Rajasthan that 
works with local non-governmental or-
ganizations (NGOs) to build capacity, 
enhance institutional development, im-
prove service delivery, and ensure that 
outreach extends to the poorest of the 
poor. Zahra Esmail, and individual mem-
ber with BCCIC, will be working with the 
organization for the next year.  ARAVALI 
interested her because she is personally 
very concerned about development 
projects that ignore or exclude the 
άǳƭǘǊŀ ǇƻƻǊέ ς such exclusion can further 
isolated the most vulnerable members 
ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ  ½ŀƘǊŀΩǎ ǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ 
part of the Aga Khan Foundation Can-
ŀŘŀΩǎ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ aŀƴπ
agement Program. 

ARAVALI is a very unique organization in 
that it grew from a government initia-
tive, and works to increase collaboration 
efforts between the government and 
NGOs ς two of the most crucial develop-
ment players in India. One of the great-
est development challenges in India 
today is determining the credibility of 
NGOs. New NGOs are being registered 
continuously, but many do not prioritize 
the needs of their recipient communi-
ties. 
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The Maria Helena Foundation  

The Maria-Helena Foundation is a small 
family-based, private, non-sectarian organi-
zation that focuses on development in 
South Asia, primarily Pakistan. Their goal is 
to reduce poverty by supporting Education, 
Skills Training, and Health. 

Pakistan ranks very low in all human devel-
opment indices. In addition, women have 
an inferior position in the patriarchal soci-
ety. Poverty and ignorance are at the root 
of many of Pakistan's problems. Primary 
education and primary healthcare are es-
sential foundations in reducing poverty.  

The Foundation funds construction of edu-
cational and skills training centres that pro-
vide quality education at a low cost to poor 
children, creates employment and self-
employment for women, and offers scholar-
ships to cover the tuition fees of under-
privileged students. The foundation also 
offers free home-based education in a infor-
mal setting to children working as domestic 
servants, beggers, porters, etc. and pro-
vides basic health care to poor children and 
adults. 

In partnerships with Pakistani civil society 
organizations, the Foundation has helped 
establish: 

16 one-room one-teacher co-educational 
schools for the extremely poor. 
6 self-sustaining primary co-educational 
schools  
1 out-patient medical clinic where about 
80 patients per day receive treatment at 
very low fees. 
2 one-room vocational training schools 
in which young girls and women learn 
traditional needlecraft and sewing. 
100  half-fee scholarships worth $2 per 
month. Half of the recipients are girls. 
www.mariahelenafoundation.org/  

Member Profile 
The purpose of her assignment is to 
understand the NGO landscape in the 
Dang-Hadoti region of Rajasthan. Involv-
ing intensive field work for data collec-
tion, this project is aimed at conducting 
a census of NGOs in the following eight 
eastern districts: Baran, Bundi, Jhalawar, 
Kota, Bharatpur, Dholpur, Karuali and 
Swai Madhopur. Along with a team of 
two Programme Officers, Zahra will map 
the thematic and geographical work 
areas and capacities of NGOs working in 
these areas, asses their credibility, and 
recommended which NGOs ARAVALI 
should partner with. Her field work will 
include conducting interviews with rural 
ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ tŀƴŎƘŀȅŀǘƛ wŀƧ Lƴǎǘƛǘǳπ
tion members, community leaders, NGO 
staff and founders, and the community 
at large. 

Read more on her blog at http://
indiazahra.wordpress.com/. 

http://www.mariahelenafoundation.org
http://indiazahra.wordpress.com/
http://indiazahra.wordpress.com/

