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International Development Week Activities
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From February 1-7, International Development Week (IDW) activities

were held across BC to increase awareness of global issues and interna-
tional development projects, and to show how to become global citizens.

Events were held in Burnaby, Courtenay/Comox, Kelowna, Nelson and Vic-

toria.

This year BCCIC highlighted the contributions of British Columbians in
making a difference in the world. With support from the Canadian Interna-
tional Development Agency, a foupage insert was featured in four student
newspapers during International Development Week: The Martlet
(University of Victoria), The Omega (Thompson Rivers University), The
Peak (Simon Fraser University) and The Ubyssey (University of British
Columbia).

In this insert, nine volunteers and interns from BCCIC member organiza-
tions tell their stories. The diversity of perspectives and experiences illus-
trates the extraordinary things BC citizens are doing to reduce poverty at
home and abroad. British Columbians of all ages and from all walks of life
are taking action and bringing change and results, improving the lives of
children, women and men in very concrete ways. The insert also lists thir-
teen NGOs which provide volunteering or interning opportunities in BC
and overseas.

Pick up one of these newspapers to read inspiring sto-
ries and to learn about volunteer and internship oppor-
tunities in BCz and enter to win our prize draw on Feb.

17t for $500!
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In this issue
BCCIC Update 1-2 | Member Profile 4
Opinion 2 |Community Update S)
Member News and Events| 3 |Opportunities 6
Stories from the Field 4 Who We Are 6

One Village

February 2009

info@bccic.ca

##)# - Al AAOOS
)

- AEA atelrifneEfFdhyOrRbAYA3, E

10:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m(Lunch in-
cluded)

Location : Society Promoting Environ-
mental Conservation (SPEC), 2150
Maple St., Vancouver, (604) 736732

The Canadian Council for International
Cooperation (CCIC) is holding a meet-
ing in Vancouver for CCIC members,
with President Gerry Barr and several
staff in attendance. For this meeting,
CCIC hagxtended an invitation to
BCCIC members. Key items for discus-
sion are political context of issues and
activities, 10-Point Agenda, Overseas
Development Assistance accountability
and opportunities, CCIC code of ethics,
OPAT I ET ¢ AOAT OOh
Contact: France Joncas at 61341-

7007 Ext. 337 orfjoncas@ccic.ca
Please register by February 11, 2009.

Update on First Workshops of 2009
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workshops of the year, participants
learned about social media tools and
Web £ 00andEhbwAdlude AhesAi®their
own work to engage people in global
causes. Fifteen participants registered
for the Burnaby workshop and thirteen
for the Victoria delivery. Here are a few
of their comments...

1 "Great workshop... catered to all lev-
els of knowledge around Web 2.0."

1"l felt that the personal interaction
was invaluable- hearing others' ex-
perience- not just experts but novice
perceptions and struggles.”

(Continued on page)
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Victoria participants learning about Web 2.0 from Toshio Rahman, Taking IT Global

1 "Very informative and well-organized."
1 "Thanks! The workshop was excellent and inspiring."

We are now looking at topics for the next workshop in the online communication
series.

Member Survey Report
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of our ongoing work on improving member services. Twenty five of our 32 or-
ganizational members participated in the October 2008 survey, plus 13 of our 18
individual members. Preliminary results were shared at our AGM in November

and more comprehensive results will be provided to BCCIC members in the next
few weeks.

Public Engagement Workshop z Resources and Evaluation Tools
Date: March 26, 9:304:30pm Location: Canadian Red Cross, Burnaby

BCCIC is expanding its role as a central point for dissemination of international
development tools and resources produced by memberdn 2008, BCCIC hosted a
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and developed a survey in which members were asked about sharing their tools
and thoughts on P.EThese were both instrumental in developing a workshop to
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RBest practices, tools and resources
REvaluation tools that measure quantitative and qualitative (immediate and
intermediate) results of P.E.
1 Highlight successful long term P.E. case studies that link awareneasdsing to
taking action.
We look forward to working with our members using ongoing forums to increase
dialogue, collaboration, networking and partnership development.

New Colours, New Face!
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CCIC SPEAKS OUT ON THE
BUDGET

(from CCIC News Release, Jan. 27/09)
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global financial crisis, are missing
from the Federal Budget. Although
there was no mention of foreign aid in
the new budget, Department of Fi-
nance officials confirm that the al-
ready scheduled 8% increase to for-
eign aid spending will be maintained.
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as a result of the financial and eco-
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dent-CEO of the Canadian Council for
International Co-operation (CCIC).
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tation to turn inward and ignore the
poorest and most vulnerable in devel-
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CCIC is calling for increases to aid

spending averaging 15% a year for the

next 10 years in order to reach the
internationally agreed target for aid
spending of 0.7% of Gross National
Income. The Conservative governmen
had committed to 8% increases
through to 2010. Unfortunately there
is no plan for aid spending after that
date. Canada is currently not even
halfway to reaching the 0.7% target,
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stagnating at only 0.32% of GNI. CCICo O A |

estimates that Official Development
Assistance for 2009/10 will be $4.8
billion, unchanged from 2008/09, de-
spite the 8% increase. Supplementary
estimates added $230 million for ODA
for 2008/09.
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our past commitments to aid spend-
ing, but to go beyond them to ensure
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brunt of this financial and economic
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More information: Katia Gianneschi,
Media Relations, CCIC, (613) 247007
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Member News and Events

A . . e . .
e o Ecology, economy, and relocalization: How communities everywhere can resist economic
>

v
(‘G‘vmi dependency on globalization
Thursday, February 12, 4 pm
Vancouver Island University (VIU), Nanaimo Campus, Bldg 180, Rm 134 ‘#
Global Village Nanaimo and VIU present activist, author and speaker Rex Weyler, who wi VANCOUVER ISLAND [yl
discuss international response to ecological and economic crisis in terms of relocalization, SRRETREELTY St
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ditions and values. Admission by donationgvnanaimo@gmail.conor don.alexander@viu.ca250-753-3234 (ex. 2261)

The 8th Annual World Community Film Festival

Weekend, February 13 -15

Langara College, Vancouver

~_ CoDevelopment Canada presents social justice and environmental documentaries set around the world. ‘
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ing to build a better world. www.codev.org/filmfest

At What Price? Human Rights and the Canada-Colombia Free Trade Agreement
Tuesday, February 17, 7 pm

SFU Harbour Centre, Vancouver

TEAO OEEO OOAAA ACOAAI AT O TAATO & O Ai OE Ai 61 60
how to work with Colombian civil society to demand an end to human rights abuses there. Guest speaker —
German Casama, leader of the National Indigenous Organisation of Colombia. Sponsored by Kairos Canatxev@mpment
Canada, Council of Canadians, Amnesty International Canada. -@94-5160, bhr@amnesty.ca
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Wednesday, March 4, 5-9 pm
Vancouver Public Library, Alice Mackay Room
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refreshments for all. 604736-7678, codyorke@gmail.ca

Sala Hantle Africa Walk and Fun Run

Sunday, March 15, 9 am

UBC Campus, Vancouver and Elk/Beaver Lake, Victoria
Sponsored by Salt Spring Organization for Life Improvement and Development (SOLID) in partner- ¥
ship with UBC Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences and Victoria International Development Educat
Association (VIDEA), this funeraiser supportsonCT ET ¢ AAOAT 1 i AT O DPOI E/
partners. Information: www.staywellafrica.com , www.videa.caor www.solidsaltspring.ca
Global Stewardship Program

Capilano University, North Vancouver G’m -5tpw¢:rdaﬁh "I:}.r'ngram

wianw capilanowca fglobalstewardship

The application deadline for students isApril 20 th for the Fall 2009 intake, as the
Program moves into its sixth year of operation. Details on upcoming info sessions and application requirements:
www.capilanou.ca/globalstewardship

(OETHE, YMCA Power of Peace Awards

é& ”0»% Friday, May 1
§ % Centre in Vancouver for Performing Arts
‘%% g Keynote speaker is LGen. Romeo Dallaire (Ret), and various musical and dance performers join in celebrat-
@% AW@\%‘ ing peacemakers among us. YMCA Peace Medals are awarded to a wide range of local individuals and organi-
'd

zations who are working to strengthen our communities by promoting peaceful solutions to violence, con-
flict, discrimination and injustice. Nomination deadline Mar. §. www.vanymca.org/id/powerofpeace.html
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Three young Canadians have never ET ET AA £l OAAO OIl
been happier in minus forty degree  Op ¢ $AUO | &
weather. Working in two innova- ARO 6ET T AT AARO
OEOA AT A AT OOACAI ¢e®. BetwéeA fun@r@ising and
ganizations in Ulaanbaatar, Mon- organizing the campaign, the in-
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endless opportunities for learning
and growth for these interns. Since
August, Celeste Shankland and
Kate Lynn Duplessis have been
working with the National Center women and men to make a differ-
Against Violence to support the ence. During the campaign they

I OCAT EUAOCEIT T 80 A Aibad @Proddde a ®lévisidn/e -
domestic violence across the re- Ol AA T &£ O61T EAA "1
gion. In another neighbourhood, the subject of domestic violence,
Bridgitt Sloan-McMullen has been they shot a commercial for the

xT OEET C xEOE
human trafficking organization,
the Mongolian Gender Equality
Center, to support the rights of
women and girls. All three women
are interns with the Centre for
Asia Pacific Initiatives,

University of Victoria.

AAi

developed a campaign website
(http://16daysmongoliaenglish.w
eebly.com), and walked shoulder
to shoulder with Mongolian

ACA
port, and they helped put together
a documentary that chronicled the
campaign.

Celeste (left) and Kate Lynn (right) bundled up in Darkhan, in the Mongolian countryside
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This multinational program is com-

1€ Ldl b e i prised of young leaders from YMCAs
Ateras\génerdioll @edi PubliOity, A A An 16 different countries, with a focus

on developing countries. Over three
months in the Lower Mainland, par-
ticipants build skills in: Crosscultural
communication, Appreciation of diver-
sity, Conflict resolution and peace
building, Leadership, Group work,
Facilitation and popular education,
BEORRRERAGH LT
At camp, each Youth Peace Network
(YPN) participant facilitates a week
ong program called Global Adven-

tyre r tey.:,P\ e-heirén -
e@gﬁeglgjxp?erie ce. Throu %Z
sharing process, YPN participant vol-

unteers touched over 3,500 children,
youth and staff in 2008.

Each participant creates a learning
plan and for one week they meet with
volunteers from many organizations
throughout the Lower Mainland to
share and learn with the YPN
participants.

Before the YPN participants head back
to their counties, they develop an ac-
tion plan for a program that they want
to implement in their YMCA or com-
munity to create positive change.

When the 2008 group asked them-
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a network for peace that will continue

to grow and grow and grow, using our

contacts, our experiences, our inspira-

tions, our involvement, our resources,

and our unity to resolve conflicts and
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www.vanymca.org/id/

youthpeacenetwork.html
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