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We are excited to offer the first Lunch and Learn workshop of the New Year!  

This is also the first session in a new series about online communication. 

Background 

Internet use has moved from pushing messages out to enabling conversation 

and participation among users, promoting collaboration and network-building. 

The new web now hosts services such as social networking (e.g., Facebook, 

MySpace, YouTube), wikis (e.g., Wikipedia), blogs etc. This new web is often 

referred to as Web. 2.0, or ñsocial webò.  Strategies and tools have been devel-

oped to help individuals and organizations improve the way they work, com-

municate their messages and collaborate with one another. 

This is particularly important for non-governmental organizations (NGOs) 

working in the field of international development. Social media tools allow us 

to share knowledge, exchange ideas, and organize community-based or public 

engagement activities. 

What you will learn 

Toshio Rahman, Taking IT Global, will introduce participants to Web 2.0, a 

new social phase of the internet, and will show how social media tools are used 

for online dialogue on global issues and causes. Daphne Nederhorst, SAWA 

Global, will discuss SAWAôs experience with some of these tools, including 

successes and challenges with social networking, blogging and video tools. 

At the end of this session, participants will be able to: 

¶ List the most common social media tools, and explain how they work. 

¶ Explain the successes and challenges of Web 2.0. 

¶ Identify which social media tools they could use in their work. 

ό{ŜŜ ά[ǳƴŎƘ ϧ [ŜŀǊƴέ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ 4) 

BCCIC News and Events 1, 4 

International Development 

Week 
2-3 

Member Information  5-6 

Events & Opportunities  7 

BCCIC Info  8 

BC Celebrates International  

Development Week (IDW) 
February 1-7, 2009 

Held annually during the first full 

week of February, IDW highlights and 

illustrates the work of Canadaôs inter-

national development community.  

For British Columbians, IDW offers a 

ready made opportunity to focus on 

global issues and a chance to get in-

volved.  IDW provides a great oppor-

tunity to:  

¶ Increase the awareness of the role 

many Canadians play in interna-

tional development; 

¶ Learn more about life in developing 

countries;  

¶ Be inspired and find out how to be-

come global citizens, actively in-

volved in international development. 
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BCCIC Lunch and Learn  
Online Communication Series:  

Introduction to Social Media Tools and Web 2.0  
January 28, 2009, 12:30 ɀ 4:30 pm 

Canadian Red Cross, Training Room, 3400 Lake City Way, Burnaby  
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Voices from Around the World: 

Speaker Series and Networking  

Forum 

Date:  Sunday, February 1 

Location: Camosun College, Lans-

downe Campus, Young Auditorium 

216, Victoria 

Time:  10 am ï 4 pm 

Description:  Norman Chavula, a 

representative for the Zambian 

NGO Women for Change, will be 

the keynote speaker at this event.  

The event will also include a num-

ber of workshops and will be a fo-

rum for group discussion about im-

portant global issues. 

Contact Info:  Cora LaRussa,  

coralarussa@yahoo.ca  

Hunger Dinner 

Date: Monday, February 2 

Location: TBA, Victoria 

Time:  5 pm 

Description:  The Hunger Dinner 

will bring to light issues such as 

world hunger and the global distri-

bution of wealth.  Norman Chavula 

of the Zambian NGO Women for 

Change will speak at this event. 

Contact Information: Kim Veller, 

k_vells@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

This year IDW initiatives are taking 

place across the province including 

the Greater Vancouver Regional Dis-

trict (GVRD), Kelowna, Comox Val-

ley, Prince George and Victoria.  IDW 

activities reach out to youth, students, 

academic institutions, community 

based organizations and the general 

public.   

BCCIC was successful in securing 

funding from CIDA to run an insert in 

four student newspapers at Simon 

Fraser University, University of Brit-

ish Columbia, Thompson Rivers Uni-

versity and the University of Victoria.  

The insert aims to provide students 

and the general public with the fol-

lowing. 

¶ A list of volunteer and internship 

opportunities related to interna-

tional development locally and over-

seas 

¶ Profiles of Canadians working in 

international development both in 

BC and overseas highlighting their 

work, stories from the field, how 

they secured volunteer/intern op-

portunities and their learning from 

the experience 

¶ Examples of best practices which 

people can follow to take action and 

contribute to international develop-

ment and a calendar of IDW events 

and activities tailored to student 

communities. 

The insert will be distributed on cam-

puses during IDW and will be accessi-

ble on the BCCIC website. We look 

forward to hearing and learning from 

you.  How are you making a differ-

ence and getting involved? Please 

share your stories with us, contact 

info@bccic.ca  

IDW ( from page 1) 

  
 

 

 

Date:  Tuesday, February 3 

Venue/Location: Camosun College, 

Young Auditorium 216, Victoria 

Time: 6:30 pm 

Description: VIDEA, in collabora-

tion with Camosun College, will be 

showing the CIDA-supported docu-

mentary ñSong for Africaò.  The 

film will be followed by group dis-

cussion.  CIDA representative Joe 

Knockeart will be in attendance. 

Contact Information: Cora LaRussa, 

coralarussa@yahoo.ca 

Words At Work  

Date:  Wednesday, February 4 

Location:  The Black Stilt Coffee 

Lounge (Fort Street location),  

Victoria 

Time:  7:30 pm 

Description:  Words at Work will 

focus on the role of literature and 

the arts in promoting and raising 

awareness about international de-

velopment. The event showcases 

local authors reflecting a variety of 

genres. Participating authors in-

clude Linda Rogers, Victoriaôs Poet 

Laureate, childrenôs author Mi-

chelle Mulder, back-from-India 

short story writer Peggy Herring 

and the multi-cultural PUENTE 

Theatre.  

(Continued on page 3) 

BC International Development Week Events  

Sunday, February 1 

Monday, February 2 

Wednesday, February 4 

Tuesday, February 3 

Film Night presented by CIDA 

mailto:coralarussa@yahoo.ca
mailto:info@bccic.ca
mailto:coralarussa@yahoo.ca
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Auction 

Date:  Saturday, February 7 

Location:  Norway House, Victoria 

Time:  8 pm ï 12 am 

Description:  The dance party will 

feature DJ Dancing Wolf and Won-

tanara Drum and Dance.  The dance 

party will be held in conjunction 

with a silent auction. 

Contact Information:  Sabine Laub-

ental, sabine_l@shaw.ca 

 

Humanity Strikes Back! 

Date: February 7 & 8, 2009 

Location: Canadian Red Cross 

Lower Mainland Office: 3400 Lake 

City Way, Burnaby  

Time: 9am-5pm both days 

Description: A youth conference on 

humanitarian issues for high school 

students grade 9-12. Come explore 

issues of child soldiers, poverty, dis-

ease, landmines & cluster bombs 

and small arms! Develop skills in 

event planning, using the media, 

leadership, taking action and global 

citizenship!  

Contact Information: Visit 

www.redcross.ca/lowermainland to 

register! Email  

humanitystrikesback@redcross.ca or 

call 604-709-6653 for more infor-

mation. 

 

 

 

Contact Information:  Amy Reis-

wig, amyreiswig005@hotmail.com 

ñThrough an African Lensò Photo 

Exhibit ï Opening Reception 

Date:  Thursday, February 5 

Location:  Daleôs Gallery, Victoria 

Time:  7 pm 

Description:  ñThrough an African 

Lensò is an HIV/AIDS photo docu-

mentary and childrenôs participa-

tory photography project, produced 

by Robertson Bales and Tracey 

Wallace.   

Contact Information:  Avril 

Camozzi, avrilca@gmail.com 

2009 World Community  

Film Festival 

Date:  February 6 & 7 

Location: Various Locations in 

Courtenay/ Comox 

Time:  Various Times 

Brief Description:  This festival is a 

showcase of stories of everyday he-

roes who have stepped forward to 

take action, responding to the chal-

lenges they see in their world.  

Contact Information:  For more 

information please contact Wayne 

Bradley at (250) 337 5412   or visit  

www.worldcommunity.ca 

World Dance Party with Silent  

(Continued from page 2) 

  
 

 

 

Family Forum 

Date:  Sunday, February 8 

Location: Cove Lakeside Resort, 

4205 Gellatly Rd, West Kelowna 

Time:  10 am 

Brief Description:  Norman Cha-

vula, a representative for the Zam-

bian NGO Women for Change, will 

be the keynote speaker at this 

event.  The event will allow the 

opportunity for families to learn 

more about VIDEAôs Kelowna-

Zambia partnership and how they 

can become involved. 

Contact Information:  Mary Wes-

ton, westons@shaw.ca, more details 

at www.videa.ca 

What in the World is Nelson Doing 

about it?  

Date: Friday, February 13th 

Location: Nelson Rod and Gun 

Club, Nelson 

Time:  7 pm 

Brief Description:  Join NAKA, 

VIDEAôs Nelson and Kaoma Alli-

ance, for this evening of network-

ing, speakers, information and en-

tertainment. 

Contact Information: Isabelle 

Herzig,  isabelleh@kootenaykids.ca 

or herzig@netidea.com, more de-

tails at www.videa.ca 

 

 

 
 

Thursday, February 5 

Saturday, February 7 Sunday, February 8 

Friday, February 13th 

Friday, February 6 

http://www.redcross.ca/lowermainland
mailto:humanitystrikesback@redcross.ca
mailto:amyreiswig005@hotmail.com
http://www.worldcommunity.ca
mailto:westons@shaw.ca
mailto:isabelleh@kootenaykids.ca
mailto:herzig@netidea.com
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Prince George Forum Theatre 

As part of our ñForum Theatre 

Public Engagement Projectò 

BCCIC  is organizing several 

events in Prince George details of 

which have been listed to the left. 

Based on discussions that ensue in 

these events (mainly around pov-

erty and Millennium Develop-

ment Goals), the Street Spirits 

Theatre Company will develop a 

play that will be performed on 

February 7th ( the last day of In-

ternational Development Week). 

The Street Spirits will be present 

at the following events and will 

help facilitate dialogue and dis-

cussion through forum theatre 

while slowly forming their own 

play.   

All three events will be distinct 

and free of charge. You may 

choose to attend one or all, but 

weôd  much prefer to see you at-

tend all! 

If you have any questions  please 

feel free to contact Bahaar Afshar 

by e-mail  

bahaar@imss.ca or phone @ 

  

 

 

 

Cost 

¶ BCCIC members ï No charge for 

first participant 

¶ For BCCIC organizational mem-

bers, second participant ï $25 (if 

youôd like to send more than 2 peo-

ple, please contact us) 

¶ Non-members ï $25 

Who will attend  

¶ BCCIC members, both organiza-

tional and individual 

¶ NGOs working in international 

development 

 

 

Lunch & Learn (from page 1) To register please email 

info@bccic.ca or phone 604.899.4475 

by Friday noon, January 23rd, 2009.  

Lunch will be provided for all regis-

tered participants. 

 

This workshop will also be held in 

Victoria in early February.  

mailto:bahaar@imss.ca
mailto:info@bccic.ca
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The following article will be featured 

in the BC Teacherôs Federation News 

Magazine, January/ February issue.  

 

BCCIC would like to highlight some 

of its member organizationsô global 

education initiatives, including spe-

cific projects, workshops and re-

sources that NGOs have developed 

for BC schools and educators.  Many 

NGOs are building partnerships with 

teachers and schools and implement-

ing projects that deepen studentsô 

understanding of what it means to be 

a global citizen. Here are some exam-

ples. 

 

NGOs Provide Education Resources on Global Issues 
 by Heather Turnbull 

Victoria International Development 

Education Association (VIDEA) has 

worked to inform and inspire youth, 

students and teachers for close to 30 

years.  VIDEA is excited to announce 

a new series of free interactive work-

shops that take a participatory ap-

proach to bringing global issues into 

the classroom.  All workshops are de-

signed to inspire and empower stu-

dents and teachers with the knowl-

edge and resources to further explore 

the issues and get involved outside the 

classroom setting.  Upcoming work-

shops are free and topics include Edu-

cation for All, Migrant Labour, Ethical 

Consumption and the Chocolate 

Trade, and Colonialism, Power and 

the Global Economy.  In addition, 

VIDEAôs website, www.videa.ca, pro-

vides learning resources on topics re-

lating to community development, the 

environment and free trade.   

The Global Stewardship Program at 

Capilano University is delivering a 

series of workshops at high schools 

designed to engage students with 

the United Nations Millennium De-

velopment Goals. A final conference 

is scheduled for May 2009.  All high 

school students in Grade 11 or 12 

are invited to enter the You Too 

Video, Audio Podcast, or Power-

point contest, in which there is a 

total of $1000 in prizes.  Winning 

entries will be highlighted at the 

conference.  The deadline is Febru-

ary 20th, and details can be found at 

the Global Stewardship website, 

www.capilanou.ca/

globalstewardship. 

Partners for Prosperity (PfP), a Shawni-

gan Lake NGO, has been building 

bridges of understanding and shared 

learning with students in the Cowichan 

Valley and surrounding districts.  PfP is 

able to assist teachers and school dis-

tricts to develop and locate programs 

and resources to meet their needs in the 

areas of youth leadership, cross cultural 

understanding, food security and com-

munity capacity building through their 

network of over 100 projects locally and 

internationally.  Contact Barb Kruger at 

 partners@mgvinc.com 

Seva Canada is an international eye-

care charity with programs in Nepal, 

Tibet, India, Tanzania, Egypt, Cam-

bodia and Guatemala.  As part of its 

public outreach, Seva offers a live, 

multimedia adaptation of Tolstoyôs 

The Three Questions, for Grades 3 to 

6.  A young prince discovers the im-

portance of kindness and forgiveness 

through his quest for the answers to 

three questions.  Information about 

blindness, its causes and prevention is 

an optional part of the presentation, 

to connect the concept of kindness 

and social responsibility with Sevaôs 

international development work.  A 

resource manual, óActive Citizen-

shipô, developed by Seva, is available 

and provides lesson plans for students 

to create and develop their own ser-

vice projects. Contact Paula Ford at 

paula@seva.ca 

http://www.videa.ca/
http://www.capilanou.ca/globalstewardship
http://www.capilanou.ca/globalstewardship
mailto:partners@mgvinc.com
mailto:paula@seva.ca
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The Global Studies Program at Van-

couver Island University and Global 

Village Nanaimo, an independent 

non-profit society engaged in fair 

trade, currently sponsor a public 

speaker series. In this series, NGOs 

describe their involvement in finding 

solutions and giving renewed hope in 

various parts of the world. According 

to Dr. Catherine Schittecatte, chair of 

both Political Science and the Global 

Studies Program and also Global 

Studies Internship Coordinator, ñNot 

only do these speakers contribute 

their direct and personal experiences 

in various parts of the world, but 

they provide students with a senti-

ment of empowerment when exposed 

to the feasibility of the very construc-

tive and positive work that these 

speakers have undertaken with 

marked results.ò  Speakers not only 

complement classroom material with 

real life experiences but they open 

studentsô eyes to the possibilities of 

their own involvement in post-

graduate careers.  For information on 

this series, contact Samantha Letour-

neau at gvnanaimo@gmail.com 

Over the last three years, African 

Community Technical Services 

(ACTS) has supported the develop-

ment of global awareness, citizen-

ship and social responsibility with 

over 200 children at E.S. Richards 

Elementary School in Mission.  

ACTS has played a significant role 

in bringing fresh water to rural vil-

lages in Uganda for twenty years 

and ACTS staff and volunteers have 

used this knowledge to form a 

school club for students that is 

twinned with a village school in 

Uganda. Through slide shows, arti-

facts and demonstration activities, 

ACTS has discussed issues in educa-

tion, health, water and sanitation. 

Hundreds of letters, valentines and 

art work have passed back and 

forth between communities. Cur-

rently ACTS is distributing student-

purchased malaria nets in Ugandan 

villages. ACTS looks forward to 

assisting other schools with global 

awareness initiatives. Contact Rich-

ard Roberts at roberts@acts.ca 

The Trans Himalayan Aid Society 

(TRAS) is a small Vancouver-based 

NGO which supports health and 

education for children and youth 

in the Himalayan regions of India, 

Nepal and Tibet.  TRAS work has 

been supported both by schools 

and students interested in finding 

ways to help children in poorer 

parts of the world.  Over the past 

five years, students at Argyle Sec-

ondary School in North Vancouver 

have raised funds to support a vo-

cational training program in Nepal 

for the destitute and the street chil-

dren.  Inspired by student action, 

the Student Council at Sutherland 

Secondary School, North Vancou-

ver took up the same challenge 

three years ago. Both student 

groups have raised substantial 

funds for projects.  TRAS supports 

studentsô efforts with talks, slide 

shows, displays, pamphlets, news-

letters, and letters from the field.  

TRAS is amazed by the studentsô 

enthusiasm and is looking for other 

schools to get involved. Contact 

tras@portal.ca 

NGOs Provide Education Resources on Global Issues (continued) 
 by Heather Turnbull 

mailto:gvnanaimo@gmail.com
mailto:roberts@acts.ca
mailto:tras@portal.ca
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Job Opportunities  
Canadians travelling to Nicaragua to 

learn more about the country and its 

people, and in this context to encour-

age more Canadians, and especially 

young people, to travel to Nicaragua; 

to support small-scale, community-

initiated, community development 

projects in Nicaragua; to maintain a 

modest information resource collec-

tion in the Centre for the use of Nica-

raguan and Canadian journalists, re-

searchers and students; to assist, as 

required, its sister organization Pue-

blito Canada, with its projects. The 

new Coordinator will start in May or 

June 2009 on an initial two-year con-

Casa Canadiense is looking to hire itôs 

next Coordinator for itôs centre in Ma-

nagua, Nicaragua.  Casa Canadiense is 

an Ontario based, volunteer organiza-

tion which has owned and operated a 

Centre in Managua, Nicaragua since 

1993. The purpose of the Centre is 

multi -fold: to promote global educa-

tion and international understanding 

among Canadians, particularly (but 

not solely) in the context of school-

based programs; to operate a recep-

tion, orientation and liaison centre for 

tract.   

 As Coordinator you will be responsi-

ble for all aspects of the Centreôs pro-

gramming, administration, outreach 

and general up-keep.  Please see Char-

ity Village for the full posting (http://

www.charityvillage.com/applicant/

jobs.asp?fn=view&g_varID=124953).  

 

For further information/questions 

about Casa Canadiense and/or this 

position, please consult our website 

(www.thecasa.ca), or e-mail to casapo-

sition@yahoo.ca. 

World Federalist Meeting 

Conflict Prevention in Africa and the World   

Topic : 

 Rosemary Monreau of the Lingana Foundation dis-

cusses how programs on the ground can empower Su-

danese and Chadian youth to break cycles of violence. 

World Federalists explain how initiatives such as the 

International Criminal Court, Responsibility to Protect 

and a UN Parliamentary Assembly are also contribut-

ing to conflict prevention.   

  

Followed by discussion and refreshments.   

 

Date/Time:  

Thursday, January 15, 2009 at 7:30 pm    

 

Location:  

Hewett Centre, Unitarian Church, 949 W.49th Ave. at 

Oak St., Vancouver.   

   

Contact: Larry Kazdan at 604.874.9982 or  

lkazdan@shaw.ca 

All welcome. Free Parking. No charge. 


